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this kind was better suited perhaps than any other which could be devised for 
meeting the necessity which we were now called upon to face. The incidence 
of this tax upon individuals would be light, because the tax would be distri. 
buted over a large area. Every one would know with certainty how much he 
would be required to pay, and there would be no inquisition into the profits or 
income of any one. And even if the tax was fixed at the highest rate which 
would be authorized by law, a ryot who paid a rental of Rs. 64 per annum would 
only be required to contribute one rupee towards this cess, and this was a sum 
which such a ryot might reasonably be expected to be able to afford without 
any difficulty or distress, + 

He did not propose to go into any further details at preseut. The Bill had 
been drafted and would be placed in the hands of mem ina day or two; _ 
and if leave was now given to bring it in, he proposed to move on Saturday 
next that the Bill be read in Council and referred to a Select Committee. 


The motion was agreed to. "<6 


RATE UPON IRRIGATED LANDS. 


The Hox’sie Mr. Ravensnaw moved for leave to bririg in a Bill to provide 
for the levy of a rate upon irrigated lands in the Lower Provinces of Gang 
He said that the hon’ble member to the right had given a fair and able. expo- 
sition of the position of the Government at the present time, and it was 
perhaps unnecessary that he should add much, 

Dadar the late decision of the Government of India to enforce provincial 

msibility for the financial results of public works constructed at the 
eit expense for local and provincial p 8, the sum due to the Government 
of India from the province of Bengal had been estimated at Rs. 27,47,000. Of 
this amount, Rs. 22,19,000 was due for canals and irrigation works as repre- 
senting the net working expenses plus charges for interest. The gross revenue 
deri from water-rates and other direct returns had, under the existing 
system of voluntary arn dl been estimated at Rs, 4,25,000 only for the year 
1877-78—a sum which did not cover working expenses. 

We had three great canal schemes in more or less active prosecution. 
These canals commanded an irrigable area of 690,000 acres, and it was 
expected that with vigorous prosecution of the works the irrigable area would 
annually increase, and in five years would have reached 1,121,000 acres. Of 
the 690,000 acres now irrigable, an insignificant rtion had so far been 
Jeased under the existing voluntary system, an ere was no immediate 

ct of these costly and m y works yielding an adequate return. 
Brought and flood recurred periodically, and every year disclosed more and 
more the vital necessity for vigorous prosecution of canal and irrigation 
works, which were to India us arteries of trade and communication and veins 
which nourished the thirsty soil. He had personal experience in Orissa, 
extending over many years, of the frightful misery and loss caused by famine 
and flood; but he regretted to say that, notwithstanding the dire misfortunes 
and sufferings the people had sustained, they were still very backward in 
availing themselves of irrigation, even when the water was brought to their door. 

Similar difficulty had experienced on the Midnapore and Soane 

This backwardness in acer ened water, and the urgency of 


peter pene hay pa measure it may now be necessary 
to propose would involve provision of on den ae for 
a moderate, but com » payment. In proposing to a 
pastes naan i one people more than an equivalent for any payment 
The most recent i iry, made with great care in Orissa re] 





— 
: rite to enable Government to continue to afford i 
ieusht, flood, or famine in the future. ape 1 ae 

His Hovor tae Preswenr said, I think it will be apetod perhaps that 
I should say something in respect of these measures which are now the 
Council, and for the introduction of which leave has been asked. It has been 

i by the Hon'ble Mr. olds that we have been compelled to ask. 
you to assist us in raising @ consi le sum of money in order to give effect 
to the measures which we have been .directed to out by the Government 
of India. ‘The Government of India have given to the Provincial Government 
avery considerable amount of freedom in the future in the management of 
its own affairs; but it has also, as the hon’ble gentleman has explained, thrown 
upon us the responsibility of raising the money necessary to meet the interest 
upon the works already constructed, and about to be constructed, and to carry 
out such further works of improvement as the Provincial Government may 
consider necessary. ' 

As has beenpainted out by my hon’ble friend; in doing this the Government 
of India has not charged us, as it might have done, if it could be shown that the 
works were immediately remunerative, with the accumulated interest upon the 
capital of these works. It has wiped that off, and has allowed us to start 
fair with the works as they stand, and has merely imposed upon us ,the 
responsibility of paying the.current interest which may arise year by year. 

There is no use in our discussing the correctness of the principles by 
which the Government of India has mn guided in this matter, because the 
thing has been done, and cannot be undone by anything we can say in this 
Council. For my own part, I must say that however painful and disagreeable 
it may be to me to commence my administration of these provinces by imposing 
further taxation, I, for my part, personally feel that the principles of the 
Government of India are correct in the abstract. Indeed their application 
would have fallen upon us very lightly, if it had not been for the accident that 
we are clogged at starting by those two great schemes—the Orissa and Midna- 
pore schemes—which have been taken over by the Government of India from 
a private company. No doubt, as my hon’ble friend Mr. Ravenshaw has stated, 
the Orissa Canals have already done an enormous amount of good to immense 
tracts of country. They have brought into cultivation | areas of land 
which were hitherto arid plains; and where the water has used, these 
plains have been converted into gardens. But the people, though they have 
seen the benefit derived by their neighbours from using the water, have not 
yet learned by their experience, and they abstain from using the water 
up to the very last moment that it is possible to do so, and until they 
sro aan by real drought ene, Bee them. But we are compelled to be 

'y for them, and keep up the works and establishments, and to be prepared 
at the very last moment to supply the water which the poople demand, This 
being so, it is only reasonable that the Government should call upon the people 
to contribute towards the expenses of the establishments, and to make provision 
for ing up these works. . 

I have spoken on the subject to many experienced revenue officers and 
native gentlemen, and I have found that they all concur in thinking that the 
principle of levying a moderate compulsory wator-rate is g reasonable and 
proper one, and it 1s one to Which the people, although of course they would 
object to any form of taxation, will not raise any substantial objection. I 
cannot make them pay the whole cost of the work because, as I have 
i been extravagant antl wasteful ; but I must levy all I 
balance required to meet the interest on the capital 
as the interest on new railways which have 





not yet commenced to pay, and the first 2 the new chi railways which — 








margin in,hand ; therefore it-will not do to cut down the amount we aro to 
raise to the bare sum which will be required forthe interest. onthe works 
which are already completed. ’ 

The road. cess has now been tried, and has worked. well. and ag oo 
sively; it has been collected without difficulty, and almost, I must say, W 
an complet, as faras Ihave heard. Therefore I think, even if it is con. 
sil t there are forms of taxation which are proferable and theoreti 
open to, less objection, it is better to apply the cess machinery to.our pur- 
pose and choose the evils which we do know, rather than plunge into evils that 
we do not know, on the mere chance that they may turn out to be better able to 
be, borne than those from which we now er. I think it is better to 
endeavour to raise our taxation by a a process which requires no. fresh 
expenditure whatever on extensive establishments, than by a more 
adjusted system of taxation, involving large assessing and collecting i 
ments and constant interference with the people. Let us raise what we require 
to raise this year, at all events, by the development of a,form of taxation 
which is now in operation. We are much pressed for titne and have not 
leisuré now to commence discussions on the general principles of taxation, 
but. during the year we shall have time to consider. whether any other 
mode of taxation can be substituted for a -portion of the cess which shall 
reach the trading classes. There seems to bea very general opinion that 

ing should be. done to put a tax upon the trading classes. I ain not 

in a position now to*propose any tax of this sort; but I do quite concur in 
the view that if it can be done it should be done. I have therefore consulted 
the Commissioners of Divisions as to whether any such tax can be im) in 
Bengal as the license tax which has been passed for the North-Western 
Provinces; and if we wait, we shall by this time next year have the benefit 
of the experience of the working of that tax in the North-Western Provinces, 
and then we can consider whether we can shift any portion of the burden of 
our present taxation upon any other classes than those on which it now falls, 

I expect to be met withthe objection that I am imposing the whole cost 
of carrying out these works upon one particular class, yiz. the class interested 
in the But I am sure that no one will deny that it is the land which has 
benefited more by these works than any other branch of national wealth; 
nothing has improved 0 much during my residence in India as the position 
of the cultivating classes, and nowhere has the position of these 80 
much improved as in the neighbourhood of railways and canals which have 
been constructed, or in those parts of the eastern districts where Nature has 
provided water communication which has brought the ay within. easy 


from all markets, and who do not enjoy the same advantages as themselves. 
There is one point in respect of which I admit the cess is deficient. It 
throws upon landlords the duty. of collecting the rate, while they have not such 
facilities as they should have for the ready and pt realization of their rent 
and the Government cesses. This difficulty already attracted the attention 
of my predecessor Sir Richard Temple, and just before he left Bengal, 
recorded a Minute expressing his intention of at once applying for 
the sanction of the G6vernment of. India to pass ashort, Bill to i 
a system for the realization of rentin a somewhat more and 
tt gc neg ep dorama re exists. I shall give the subject my 
attention, and I may say that Iam already in communication. with the 
subordinate to me, and hope it will not be long before I shall be ina 

’ position to ask the Council, with the permission of the Go of Indi 
to a Bilt thal Regoak that vith thet Bites Chpention oh eee 
classes disappear. I can my regard to 
the dcalis ofthe ston in yhich Lam uate aaa ve 
support in measures, even not think then 
seseniy perfect, The financial year begins to-morrow, and with it com- 
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OHOLERA IN THE BAOKERGUNGE DISTRICT. 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT—INDUSTRY & SCIENCE—No 949, 
Calcutta, the 2nd April 1877, 


From—H, J..8, Corroy, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Beogil, 
To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter without 
dated 24th March 1877, forwarding with your remarks a report focus the 
Magistrate of Backergunge regarding the recent outbreak of cholera in that 
istrict. 
dis 2, The total mortality from cholera is estimated at 12,750 deaths. This 
is considerably less than has been reported from Noakholly, where, up to the 
81st January, the deaths are stated at 30,263, and up to the end of Pebrua 
at 45,000. Butta final official report from Noakholly has not yet been received. 


* 3, The Lieutenant-Governor cordially acknowledges the exertions of both 
the Qivil and Medical officers in Backergunge during the past very tryin 
season. Assistant Surgeon Baboo Kali Das Mookerjee, who, it isstated, ha 
done excellent service, was unfortunately drowned by the upsetting of his boat 
in the Megna river; and the Liewttenant-Governor has heard of his death with 

t. Upon the whole, the extra native doctors behdved fairly well. The 
burden of the medical arrangements fell upon Dr. Cameron, the Civil Sut 4 
and the Lieutenant-Governor has formed a very favourable opinion of the 
energy and judgment with which he directed, and himself shared in, the 
administration of relief. An expression of this opinion will be communicated 
to the Surgeon-General in the Indian Medical Department, 


Dated Dacea, the 24th March 1877. 
From—F. B. Pracocx, Esa., Offg. Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 
To—The Offg Sooretary to the Government of Bengal. 


Ix accordance with orders contained in your letter No. 585, dated 23rd 
ultimo, I have now the honor to submit in original the accompanying reports 
from the Magistrate and Civil Surgeon of e on the recent severe 
outbreak of cholera in those parts of that district which suffered most from 
the effects of the cyclone and storm-waves of the 31st October last. 

2. Ido not think there is anything in the circumstances of the places 
—e the late epidemic which would operate to exempt them from the 
occasi visitations of this disease, to which all parts of Eastern Bengal are 
liable. But, as the Magistrate remarks in his second paragraph, there can be 
no doubt that the late outbreak was a nc and intensified, if not actually 
caused, by the state in which the people were living. It can hardly bea matter 
for surprise that cholera should rage among le living in an atmosphere so 
polluted as to be almost unbearable, ially when, in addition to this, they 
were insufficiently clad, indifferently housed, and badly fed. The only wonder 
to my mind is that the disease did not sooner make its appearance, and was 
not much more destructive than it was. ; 

3. It is of course impossible to give, with anything like certainty, tho 
—_ of (sxe that have occurred. The wae ye ge : — of Dukhin 

a and Patuakhally estimate them at 10,088 and 1,788 respectivel 
while Dr. Cameron puts fem down at about 8,000 in the former, “at 
about 2,900 in the latter sub-division. Weiter of thew efeestieg: un. i 

opinion be acce| as anything more © merest approximation | 
Sosbuchonany thong ot tae Wwe, from the manner in which it oe framed, 
I consider Dr. Cameron’s the most reliable. Information derived from the 
native doctors would no doubt be correct enough so far as it went; but there 
must have been many deaths in outlying ee erutetiens aout of, 
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4. In addition to the figures above given, Dr. Cameron estimates that 
about 300 deaths occurred in the portion of thana rep a | visited by 
the disease, and about 1,550 in thana Mendigunge, or a total in of 12,750 
deaths. *I can only hope that these figures do not represent a smaller mortality 
than actually occurred. 

5. As dan the treatment of the disease, Dr. Cameron’s report shows: 
that all possible endeavours were used to bring medical assistance as speedily 
and as close to the sufferers as ible. On receipt of the first intimation 
of the outbreak of the disease, the Surgeon-Gen was asked to send five 
native doctors fully equipped with medicines, &c., to Burrisal, and sub. 

sequently, as the disease spread, a further requisition for 20 more native doctors 
was made, Both these requests were complied with by the Surgeon-General 
with the utmost prom; titade. Dr. Tomes was, under the orders of Govern- 
ment, specially deputed to Burrisal to take charge of the Civil Surgeon’s duties 
at that place, so as to allow of Dr. Cameron giving the whole of his time 
and attention to the adoption of measures for the abatement, of the disease 
and to the supervision of the native doctors employed in various parts of the 
district. An Assistant Surgeon, Baboo Kali Dass Mookerjee, was also sent to 
Byrrisal with the first of the native doctors, and rendered useful service in 
Dukhin Shebazpore till the 5th February, when he was unfortunately drowned 
through his boat being upset ip a storm as he was crossing the Megna to visit 
the adjacent island of Manpura. 

6, Nor were our endeavours confined to the actual treatment of the 
disease itself. Both before and after the outbreak, everything that could be 
done was done to get the people to burn, to bury, or to dispose of in some way 
or other the numerous bodies of men and carcasses of cattle that were lyi 
strewed about in all directions, to cleanse the tanks of the débris with w 
most of them were filled, and generally to take such steps as might prevent, or 
at least lessen, the chances of an outbreak. These endeavours were not 
relaxed, but were persevered in to the end, notwithstanding the apathy dis- 
played by the people themselves, and the little assistance rendered by the 
zemindars and others who should certainly have been more alive to the extent 
of the — than they ve . 

¢. e disease has now happily almost disap , though a few places 
still require to be watched, siulnate in the ce, Mendigunge be) of 
Burhamuddin in Dukhin Shabaxpore. ‘Ten native doctors have already been 
sent back to Calcutta, and the services of others will be dispensed with as soon 
as this can safely be done. 

8. It is satisfactory to notice that, with’one exception, the native doctors 
behaved fairly well. That they should take, or attempt to take, fees from the 
people was inevitable under the circumstances in which they were placed ; but 
so long as they did not neglect those who could not pay, and were active and 
energetic in the discharge of their duties, I should not be disposed to take too 
sbvere notice of this, even if the fact could be proved. 

9. On the whole, therefore, I trust what has been done will have the 
approval of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, and that he may be pleased 


to signify, either through me or through the Medical D. ent, his apj 
ciation of the good ale rendered by Dr. Cameron out the whole 
of the operations. 


10. The return of the original papers when no longer required is requested. 


No. 519, dated Burrisal, the 16th March 1877. 


From—. J. Banton, Esa., Offg. Magistrate of Backergunge, 
To—The Offg. Commissioner of the Dacca Division. 
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8 ee Wied issia asi meng es wt vores 
after ) er, the jility of the ocourrence of 1 chol: 
pact jo in the wave-stricken tracts was yoalbcesd ie it was resolved to have ‘a whather af 
native doctors in readin 


iness to meet such a contingency. Cholera appeared in Noakhall 
shortly after the cyclone, but here for weeks there was no aj oo tf the pahileg the 2 
wave-stricken tracts. The matter was often talked of by the Civil Surgeon and myself. 
Tho Civil Barges seemed to think that the two native doctors whom you sont from Dacca, 
and to whom he refers in the 2nd paragraph of his report, might be returned. I asked the 
to retain them, as I felt almost vertain that cholera would come. Hoe, 
howe; id, I believe, return the men to you on the ground that there was nothing here for 
them to do. . é 

4, In the sub-division of Dukhin Shabazpore cholera, as an epidemic, broke out early 
in December in the extreme north in the Gazipura outpost, and soon after in Dowlutkhan 
thane. It was not, howeyer, till January that the disease assumed its great and alarming 
proportions. ‘Two = — Bate aie wee _— ig! December - this sub-divisibu 
and posted in of the affected vi A the inning of January the disease 
had travelled poe art and appeared in the Burhamuddis eed Dr. Cameron’s report 
will show that nine native doctors were at work in the cholera-stricken tracts in (he month of 
January. There was no time lost during the visitation to utilize to the utmost dll the 
means of relief that were at our disposal. . It will be in your recollection that I went to 
Calcutta after the Durbar in January, and one of the matters which took me there was the 
supply of a greater number of native doctors for the cholera-stricken tracts. In the first ten 
days of January cholera raged throughout the sub-division ; the number of deaths was very 
large, and the people became everywhere disheartened. The disease, in its most virulent 
an destructive form, began to abate in Dukhin Shabazpore about the middle of January. 
The northern half of the sub-division, where the disease first appeared, recovered first, and 
by the end of January the brass had gary. Geomstens everywhere, The rains that 
followed in the beginning of Febsuary put a complete stop to it. At any rate, the epidemio 
ceased almost coincidentally with the copious rainfall which we had in the beginning of, 
Feb 4 

"5. The number of deaths from cholera in Dukhin Shabazpore cannot at present, and 
probably never will, be ascertained with correctness. The figures of mortality given by the 
sub-divisional officer differ somewhat from those given by Dr: Cameron, and are these :— 
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The chowkeedars, who aro universally the most ignorant of men, might, and probably did, 
report the same deaths several times over, and omit or forget to report other deaths. nae 
conversant with the inexactness, both of memory and thought, which is a*characteristio of 
these utterly illiterate and unintelligent men, will admit that this pacagone, Acspaacen These 
—e are based on the reports made by the chowkeedars, and are probably wrong. The 
sub-divisional officer thinks the mortality is heavier than what is represented here; but 
I donot with him. Dr. Cameron’s estimate, being based on the more intelligent observa- 
tions of the native doctors whom we had studded all over the sub-division, is probably the 


more accurate. . 

6. ‘These figures show that the epidemio'in Dukhin Shabazpore travelled from orth to 
south, In November the largest humber of deaths reported was in Gasipura outpost, i.¢. 
in the extreme north of the sub-division. In December, too, the epidemic was severer in 
ee to the ion at Gazij than at the more southorn stations (Dowlutkhan 
and Bhola) ; for the number of deaths in the former was nearly three-fourths of the number 
in the lattter, though in exfent Gazi; is scarcely half of Dowlutkhan and Bhola. The 
number of deaths in the southern Tait of the sub-division had increased from 12 in 
November to 239 in December, but this number is not a fourth of the number for the 
northern half, and cholera therefore was still most severe in the north. In January the 


mortali its bi point here, and it was 
Gazipura, and severest in amuddin, which is more to the south. The number of deaths 
in Burl than half that in Dowlutkhan, though the area of the former is 
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in various ways. The stench ing from dead bodies and dead cattle 
ie orery vilage in this oub-civisha, tan of iteelf suflient to wing on Sock emi 
T have endeavouned peg nye Toould, hed omen the police, heya rere necro 
i injunctions on the villagers, and impressing the su on influential 
ple in every place I visited, to have the on bodies buried and the ground cleared, and 
Ton assttred that something in this way has been done, and is still being done. 

“ The storm-wave has fought in the outbreak in other ways too. Houses have been 
everywhere blown down and washed away, and people who have built up temporary sheds 
suffered from exposure in the cold season, The stored grain’ which has been recovered, as 
well as some portion of the new rice reaped, remained under water for many hours, and in 
some places for days, and were partly spoilt, and the consumption of this spoilt rice is another 
aggravating cause. The water in tanks in many places has been spoilt, and the use of this 
water tends to disease. Imperfect clothing, imperfect food, and imperfect shelter have in all 
probability added to the virulence of the disease,” 

* 8. In connection with this, I beg tocall prominent attention {6 the fact that the apathy 
and indolence of - the people everywhore were conspicuous. Every moans short of force were 
employed by the looal office to induce them to remove the carcasses* fr. Harris was sent 
to the spot-on the day when first I heard of the inundation of Dukhin Shabazpore, and he did 
all that was legall ible in trying to get the people to help themselves and clean their 
villages. The re! fel officers and the native doctors who were in the sub-division, in the 
beginning of November did the same; but the le obstinately refused to help themselves, 
I sent all the mehters I could raise. It would have taken thousands of them to clean the wave- 
stricken tracts of the dead bodies of human beings and cattle, for a t tract of country 
(about 1,100 square miles) had been affected by the waves. In this district and the niet 
bouring districts there are very few mehterg. Of these, most are already employed, and a 

t many of them will not touch dead bodies, With the exception of one or two, none of 
 zemindars did anything. They did not even send their sefvants to incite the inhabit- 
ants to help themselves. Even if they had sent their servants, I doubt if they would have 
ssucoeeded in rousing the people and forcing them to do something. Altogether this was as 
disheartening an episode as any that occurred in connection with this great calamity. 

9. Mr. Datta thus reports regarding the present condition of the people : — 

“The people are recovering themselves from the effects of the recent calamity—tho wave- 
storm and the cholera. Although the crops were very seriously injured by the storm-waves, 
the people had their betelnuts and their saving of proceding years to fall back upon, and 
they are just at present disposing of largo quantities of betelnuts and importing rice. Unlike 
what takes place in other years, there is no exportation of rice from this sub-division at 

it. On the contrary, boat-loads of rice are coming to the several large hats in this sub- 
ivision from Hattia, Noakhally, Nalchitti, and other places. Cattle, too, are’ being imperted 
to the cattle markets from Madar re, Mendigupge, and other places, while ve, come 
ay from Naraingunge and Calamities so severe would have, of a certainty, 
been followed by a scarcity in most other places in Bengal; but the peasantry here are 0 
well to do that they have up to the present time beon able to find themselves in all the neces- 
saries, and will probably be able to tido over till the next harvest. Their hits are 
bad, ge gpa well supplied, only that rice is not exported as in other years, and 
they have everywhere put up new or houses and resumed their accustomed industries : and 
all this has been done although the crops suffered fearfully by the two cyclones; and in 
eae: nae eet Sere seek Tees ak ek been at all reaped from the fields, for there 
was little to reap. To be sure many people have been impoverished and are distressed, 
especially those who found employment in previous years in building up huts, excavating 
tanks, &o. Theso people find no employment this year, as ryots aro building their own huts 
and cannot afford this year to dig tanks. Some relief, however, will be.given to these 
ple when Government works are undertaken, either from the Khas Mebal Improvement 
‘ or in the Road Coss Department. Share is ill grosten <intsons in the datzome sont 
in Bhuta, Lalmohan, Shombhu Golukpura, Dhali Goi ar, and Lakhi—places where * 
the cyclone cauged most loss in lives and property. © people of these parts will 
require assistance to recover themselves, and investigations are now being made regarding 
their necessities and circumstances.” 
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result has been that the registration of vital statistics by the police was extreme! tisf 
Ne" Gena, tbealiriooa oo of Patan visited several. villages in Bowfal 
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the police, and in Bowfal twice. . = been reported by 
T1. The rainfall towards the ond of January gavo the first chock everywhere to the 

disease. The cholera disap altogether in the sub-division of P; rar r 

after the heavy rainfall in the first woek of February. m of Patuakhali immodiately 


No, 144, dated Burrisal; the 14th March 1877. 
From—Dn, L. Camenon, Civil Surgeon of Backergunge, e 
To—The Magistrate of Backergunge. : 

Wrrn eee your endorsement No. 428 of 5th instant, forwarding Bengal Govern- 
ment letter No. , dated 23rd ultimo, I have the honor to report as follows ro ing the 
sutbreak of cholera following the cyelone and storm-wavos of the Slst October and lst 
November last. 

2. Alarming reports of, sickness were received from Dukhin Shabazpore, Golachipa, 
and Bowfal thanas on the 3rd November. Four temporarily entertained native doctors were 
imntediately sent to these places with supplies of medicines and instructions to afford 
medical nid to the pers is Honor the Lieutenant-Governor visited Dowlutkhan and 
Bowfal on the 10th November, and expressed himself satisfied with the medical arrangements. 
The storm-wave had affected the whole of the thanas of Dowlutkhan and Burranuddi and 
portions of those of Back , Bowial, and Golachipa. Consequent on the storm-wave, the 
sanitary condition.of these was excessively bad. ‘hes country was dotted ovér with 
dead bodies of men and carcasses of animals. Although the water of the storm-wave was 
fresh, the tanks were in all instances filled with débris, and in many polluted by dead 
bodies. Notwithstanding the exertions pf the Magistrate, the Joint Magistrate of 
Patuakhali, and the District Superintendent of Police, the people were slow in taking 

even to clear their tanks and rebuild their houses, ey could not be got to burn 
ra the dead bodies. Valuable service was rendered in Dowlutkhan by Mr. is, the 
District Superintendent of Police. Ho remained on the spot about a month and caused all 
dead bodies in the vicinity to be buried or thrown.into the khal, fram whence they were 


floated out into the river. At Koralia, in Ohoto Basdia, the zemindars sent a staff of mehters 


who rendered similar services. At these places the tanks were also cleared. Good result 
for little or no cholera or other sickness occurred at these places. At all other 
places the dead bodies were allowed to putrefy where they Iny; swarms of flies were 
and the stench wag so bad as to be almost unbearable. ‘T'he houses of the people 
were all destroyed, and they had to subsist on new and damaged rice, Although much - 
disease might vd been expected to be caused by these conditions, as a matter of fact 
little disease ocourred till the midde of December. F 

8. The four native doctors treated a considerable number of cases of bowel complaints, 
fractures, wounds, oontused wounds, and a fow of cholora. Towards the end of November, there 
being no further occasion for their services, they were recalled. There was so little disease at 
this time that the services of,two native doctors sent from Dacca could not be utilised. 

4. On tho 11th December six native doctors reported their arrival from Calcutta. They 
had been posse 4 the Surgeon-General to come here for.special duty in the cholera-affected 
tracts. Reports of the prevalence of cholera having been received from Dukhin Shabazpore, 
Perozepore, and Mirzagunge thanas, three of these native doctor’ were sent to those places. 

5. Fresh reports continuing to be received, the remaining ones were shortly afterwards ~ 
sent to Perozepore, Dowlutkhan, ‘and Bowfal. Qn the 2nd of January the police native 
doctor of Burrisal was deputed to Burranuddi, and on the following day a native doctor 
A a See tes: Se, eeealy 8 Beobeagenge, On the following days alarming 
accounts were received from Dakhin Shal and Bowfal, the worst accounts coming 


from Gazipura in the north of the island, and from Dowlutkhan and Burranuddi in the south, 
} Feeeo eemegrn ees io Daneiprey thea were-of ence withizess. oad wnt fo Dalia 
Shabazpore in January. There were nine native doctors posted or proceeding i 
destination ea follows: 5. 
' Backergunge thans * * 4 Darial ose tw 2 
Bowfal os Aoami § 
_ Bowial thana .. of Rat se a 
‘ Dowlutkhan ... wud Dowiutkhan wi’ ae 2. 
: : Buneacddl zea 


6 At “(6th ing ncoounts continued to be received of the 
suns adn ad sel. Sarm yal rarest mt 


Dukhin 


14 . 


. plied 
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Numbers of the trading classes, and such of the cultivators as could afford the expense, 
were reported to be leaving for places outside tho ares of 
This war au exaggeration, | oy, the storm-wave. At Burrannddi and Tosheenuddi it was 
; that there was not enough of people'left to bury 

tho bodies df those dead from cholera. 
7. The chowkeodar service was much disorganized. Many of the chowkeedars had been 


drowned by the cyclone, many had since died of cholera, and those who remained wore very 
irregular in their attendance at the thana. Ielinble information about many parts of the 


storm-affected tracts could not be had. After indenting for a young si , an assistant 
m, and five additional native doctors, I proceeded to visit Dukhin Shal re Island 
and Bowfal thana, in order to ascertain their condition and to determine further 


help was necessary and where native doctors might be posted to the best advantage. 
8. Leaving Burrisal on the 7th of January, I reached Cae in the north of 
in 8) , on the 9th. The native doctor-had been at work here from the 23rd of 
December. He had treated 316 cases of cholera in 11 villages. The sanitary condition of 
the villages was very bad. The tanks for renga had only keen cleaned; the 
others wore still filled with débris as they were left by the storm-vave. +The houses had 
not been re-erected on account of scarcity of lnt®ur and the excitement caused by the 
prevalence of cholera. Perwannas had been issued to zemindars to dispose of corpses and clear 
tanks, &e., but nothing had been done, Wherever corpses lay a bad smell was apparent pleast 


- where the body had been exposed and had become dry, and most where they remained under, 


y 
rubbish. Swarms of flies infested the country and settled down on everything, especially on 
eatables. Cholera had been severe and general from about the 20th ot Deowther to the 5th 
of January. After this date it rapidly declined, and dysentery, diarrhoea, and dyspepsia 


to prevail. 

As cons was declining, the native doctor was ordered to legye simple modicines, with 
directions for use, with the polices and to go round all the vi in the north of the island 
for the purpose of treating cases of disease, but more especially for the purposes of getting 
the bed to clear their t so as to prevent further deterioration of the drinking-water, to 

i of dead bodies, and to re-erect their houses. Bhola, the new head-quarters of the sub- 
division, was then visited. With the exception of a village called Bapta, near Bhola, there was 
not much cholera in this vicinity. Medion] help had been given from Bhola. Dowlutkhan was 
reached on the 11th. pc rrage: Seem teen Geeeles? along eo smb ay es the* 

It was here the destruction of life i on the of the Megna were . 6 vil 
the storm-waves was greatest. ~ lages further inland, sometimes as few as five or six people were 

° B, J. Bazzox. pagel Near Sian beeing in one =e 27 bodies, 
all in 2 state of decomposition. In this vicinity cholera to appear in the beginni 
of December, but did not become severe until the 20th. Dalnguentiy to that eee te 
number of deaths was alarming and caused great consternation amongst the le. ~The 
lice reported 780 deaths in December. Two native doctors had been at work here—one 
mn the she re and one from = of ony: They had —— vag cases in 
69 villages. Some of tho large villages, such as Nyamutpore, Betua, Bejoypore, No! 
Hasina Bukshomaji, &e., suffered most severely, "The sanitary condition here was pai 
to that of Gazipura as mentioned above. »Dowlutkhan almost escaped the disease, Cholera 
began to markedly decline from the 2nd of January. In consequence of this, one of the native 
doctors was removed to Tosheenuddi. AtvTosheenuddi great alarm prevailed. Cholera was 

‘The soniweepese here eoneed im. oxnep= os Aggy in the large villages of Chand; and Toshee- 
tionally great destruction of life, nuddi, After the cyclone many of the bodies had been 
gages thrown into the k but much débris still encumbered 
the villages. Cholera provailod int all villages in this outpost. At Ram ’s hat and 
Dhali Gournagur, &c., in the gouth of Dukhin Shabazpore Island similar conditions prevailed. 
Here a native doctor was at work, The south end of Dukhin Shabazpore Island was then 
rounded, and the villages on the east coast visited as far as Taltoli, in Badura Island, on the east 
coast of Dukhin Shabazpore. Although cholera prevailed,*it was not sovere. 

9. The condition of Badura Island was found to be fair; there was little cholera, 
but much dysentery and diarrhwa. A native doctor was at work here, At Burranuddi there’ 
had only been two deaths from cholera in December ; but from the Ist to the 15th January, 
in 16 out of ig ns ig Greig perce Cholera declined here after the 15th. 

10. At i imi of wailed. 
rapidly declini On arrival at Burrisal I found thet Assistant Surgeon Kali Dass 


- Mookerjoo and five native doctors had arrived. The assistant surgeon was deputed to Dukhin 
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11. On the 19th of January there were 15 native doctors at work, as follows: — 
Backergunge’ thana «. Darial 
, Powfal 
Bowfal ” 1 Momin 
Golachipa 
. LOhiknikandi_ ... 
5 { Burranuddi ... ° 
Burranuddi * «4 Badura : 
LTosheenuddi ... , 
(Gorinds hat. ows 
Burhamuddin ,, .. 4 Mongulsikdar’s hat ts 
| Manpura ‘ 


{Din utkhan ... 





Golachipa ” 


Dowlutkhan Dhonia Monia 


Gazipur «a ® eee 


12. The sub-ditisidnal native doctor of Bhola was available for the tract of country 
around. At thistime, although cholera was declining, bowel-complaints wore very prevalent, 
and it was not anticipated that the wave-stricken tracts would return to their normal state 
of health till after the beginning of the rains. With a view to the tracts being map out 
into circles, each in charge of a native doctor, 15 additional native doctors were asked for. 
Pending their arrival I proceeded to visit Goluchipa thana, The sanitary, condition of 
this was similar to that of Dukhin Shabazpore, but cholera had not been so prevalent or so 
futal. ‘Bowel-complaints also were less prevalent. 

13, Six native doctors arrived from Oulcutta on the 30th of January; they were 
disposed of as follows : . * 

‘ One to Boro Lasdia | One to Alipore hit 
One to Boulia | One to Selimabad * 
One to Betagee hat One to Shastabad 


14. The disposition of the 21 native doctors stood as follows :—. 
Backergunge thuna ... » Darial 
Bowfal Bowfal 
mS F190 Mominpura 


( hoto Basdia 
Koro ” 
: | Boalia i 
Golachipa wi ae -§ Alipore hit 
=~ , | Sats hit 


ee 


Nalkhola BH ognst 
' hiknikandi %. 
( Burranuddi a 
| Badura Island 
4 


a ht me ee te pe ee 


ive doctor with- 
drawn to Mendi- 
Pry grunge. 
[isc 


Burranuddi ” 


Burrisal “ ..» Bhastabad 


1 
1 
1 
i th: i 
Jowlutkhan tee 
Dowlutkhan a oe in Moni ~ 1 
1 
{Dass 1 
Fr? 1 


Mendigun; Daudpore 2 

7 Uttar Shabaspore ee | 
15. Eight native doctors arrived on the 13th February; they were disposed us 
si 


One to: Dowlutkhan to relleve lcaly entertained native doctor. 
itto 


One to Nalkhola to - ditto, 

One to —_ to * ditto ditto, 

One to jendigun; thana. 

One to Dhan 

Ons to: Sbowluk in Gourauddl. ; 
One for duty in the Civil surgeon's office, 


< tertained nati a hose. 5 .* D 
this left 26 sara cholera duty in the district eile Se Aerie 
: fe thana was visited in and . i 
Pieri February and thoroughly gone over. ‘There was little 


» 








i 








el See . oe 
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On account of thie improved state’of health, and the improved sanitary state of the 
strickon tracts, 10 of these native doctors have now been sent back to Calcutta, leaving 16 23 
emplo: f , 

yi ine Cholera led over the entire wave-stricken tracts from about the 15th of Decor. 
ber to the 15th of January, After that date it gradually declined, bowel-complaints tak; 
its place. These are not fatal diseases. Occasional cases of cholera only occur now, Except 
* a in Mendigunge, Tosheenuddi, Guruprosad hit, and Manpura Island j, 
urranuddi. Wee 7 

17, The real cause of the epidemio appears to have been deterioration of the drinking. 
water by the dead bodios and vegetable débris, aggravated by the privations consequent oy 
the cyclone and the bad smells 

18. The total number of deaths ineukhin Shabazpore sub-division since Ist’ of Novem. 

Ovly a smoll part of thouw Hacker: BOTs estimated to amount to four per cent. on the origi 
gunge and Mendicungy wes stivek by the Timber of inhabitants, or about 8,000 deaths ; in Golachipa to 
storm-waves. Kc two per cent., or 1,900 deaths ; in portion of Bowfal affected to 

snes “two per cent., or 1,000 deaths; in the portion .of Backer. 
gunge 300 deaths; and Mendigunge 1,450 donths ; in all 12,750 deaths. 
* 19. Suggestions were made as occasion required for having dead bodies burnt in site, 
&e. ‘Ihe Sanitary Commissioner's memorandum was freely circulated among the le, 
In this instructions were given ing filtering water, cleaning and improving tanks, &. 
The native doctors were enjoined to explain its provisions to the people wherever they 
went. The sanitary condition of the tracts is now reported to be much improved. “The soft 
parts of the dead bodies are now completely decomposed, and they are harmless. A {uw 
native doctors may be required to remain at their posts till the rains set in: ten or twelve 
may be enough for this purpose. When cholera ceases in the portions of Mendigunge and 
Burranuddi thanas, where it now still prevails, the number of the native doctors may be 
reduced to 10 or 12. . ; 

20, Surgeon Tomes, who was deputed to conduct the duties of the station during my 
absence, gave much assistance in compiling the weekly return of the native doctors and in 
forwarding them to proper authorities, ‘The native doctors, with one exception, aequitted 
themselves fairly well. It is believed that in many instances they extorted fees from the 
people, but of this no sufficient proof is available to prove the charge against any native 


Moctor in particular. * 
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Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and Slate and “Prospects of the Crops in the different Disteiets 


of Bengal, as Feported to Government during the week ending the 81st March 1877. 
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" and da beer Y 
4 Dintriet. te of * lat Su * Character of the weather, state and proxpects of the eropa 
me return, aon mou ne 
HENGAL. 
Western Districts, ‘ 
(1 |Bardwus, Apl 29°77. LOL |Ploughing for the enrly rice has began. Serxamun nnd eott 
| | ‘Eat | Cholera and cattle dine ure reported to be prevatent in Calon ne Sele 
V0 at 
| Otis, 
Wat 
eh ae wea 
| at Kanes. 
. keine, 
“ad at S 
. Jehana- . 
® bad 
Ele 
4 2 |Hankoorn, Mar. $1 “G1 | Wenther—Clondy, State ond prospects of the crops nre good. The rain h 
; : been beneficial to the indigo and estton crops F ~ 
5 ° 
E 3 Meoerbhoom, » & 3S Wasliae<Ceee and cool, with slight rain State and prospects of the crops 
4 |Miduapore, » 81 4] 1246 |Weather—Rainy and cool, State and prospects of the crops are good, 
5 | Hooghly, + 1. 149 |Weather -Cloudy at intervals, [ain on the night of the 24th, 26th, 26th, and 
29th March, ‘The rice lunds are still bein plongied, The harvesting of 
: whent and barley is almost over. Cholera is slightly on the decrense, 
iS Howrah, a Bn 17 |Weather—Cloudy, State and prospects of the crops are good, 
Central Districts ; 
6 24-Pergunnnta, Apl, 2. 77 17) |Weather—Cool and cloudy, Light showers have fallon during the week. The 
} premration of Inui for spring sowinge is going on briskly Public honlth ia 
‘ generally good, but a few eases of cholera lave been reported from Busecerhat 
: and Diamond Harbour. . 
= 7 \Nuddes, Mar 81 °77/ 105 |Weathor—Moderately hot, with oceasional slight storm ard rin, The cold 
rf weather cropa have boon barvested, The ground is boing thoroughly prepared 
z for the rice sowings, 
A 8 |Jemore, SL | $2 Wenther—Hov ond bright in the eutly part of the week ; clouity, with evine thunder 
# and showers in the litter part, ¢ tal has done good, ana the sowing will 
> now commence, More rain is wanted 
\ 9 |Moorehednbad, Aph 1 « “14 Weather—-Clondy, with intervals of sunshine, The prospects uf the rubber crone 
eit = ere fair, and a average outturn is expected, Horo dian of spring rice ia 
promising, Sowinge tor the autumn rice are still going on. Pricer» generally 
| ure stationary. Health in good; bat cholera is reported in & fow villages. 
10 |Dinigepore, Mar 30 ., | Nil Weather—Sensonable. ‘The rwhher crops ure being’ harvested. ice is being sold 
| from 24 to 32 secre per rupee. 
ait | 
Rajshabye, » & Nil Slight rain is wrted ta huve fallen in the jurisiiction of Poothes, Char; and 
sg | Ee Hilmarcal om the moraiag of the 28h March. The rwbber craps are atill 
4 being reaped, and the sowinge of rice and jute are going on The puodlings of 
& spring rice and sessaimum are thriving. A few onses of cholera ure,reported to 
5 have vecurred at the fuir held nt Munda and in the adjoining villages. A fow 
4 | enses lao occurred in the Nattory sutrdivikion. 
é . 
to Nil Weathor—Warm, with westerly wind. Nothing new to report. The state and 
j. 28 Rene i Ls proapecre of the crops continue vatjfactory. Pablic health on the whole ia god, 
4 foe emall-pox has broken oat in the Gaibanda eub-division, 
= | ¥ 
2 | 13 |Bogre ans so | so. + Return not repeived. 
wit | as | Weather—Hot, with oceasional strong winds, Stute and of the e-ope 
es Mee ae) cy Me |" sre ‘The harvesting of wheat, barley, movina (Iivaeed), and thesvri ie 
= 7 ‘These crops buve been a little damaged hy the rain, Chena 
=] | not ready we yet. Xo onse of cholera reported during the week. 
5 | 15 |Darjeching, » DW, Nil | Weather—Warm. High winds during the Week. No crops of imporlahce aro 
2 on the ground. Indian corn and to are being sown. 
‘ 16 |Jutplgores, are gos Ww woaterly winds ¢ day; nights cool, Tobacco is being 
Hebar, 18 |weatber Pair. Se cereee. Hepsi of rain, Wont 
a 9. N » Noteo on present appearance of rai 
=. Tat | winds blowing. Cool in the moruing and bot in the middle of tho day. State 
. and of the crops are generally good. ‘Towards south and west 
+ tobacco been injared considermbly by a hailstorm on the 15th Murch, 
The sowings of bifei dian are , Smallpox how broken 
‘out in some parte of Mathabhanga, aud preventive measures are being taken, 
a 
© ‘elegranf of thy 2nd April «hows rainfall during the seven immediately preceding. é 
“i Pe artardpeaenearrpinineinpas karen preceding > 
‘ =r y + 
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District, and date of at ¥ ‘Character of the weather, state and prospects of the erups, and 
No. ater, pero state of health av date. “ht 
} ine 


BENGAL,—(Continued) , 








Eastern Districts, . 
i. . 
17 [Dacea, Ap. 2°77 6 |Weather—Cool, with storma, State and prospects of the crops are very favorable, 
18 |Pureedpore, Mur. 31, 06 |There avere several storms, thonch none of any great violence, during the waek, 
id “22 at ‘There was also an unusual fall of rain, The temperature is cool. Prospects of 
Bestund the crops ure satisfactory, General health is good. ° 
“87 ut 
@ Madari- ‘ 
: | pore. 
| 19 |Back nge, » 2. “ws ihe woather is seasonable and cool for the time of year, The prospects of ~ 
eit ee the crops are reported to be good. ‘There fx a good deal of sickness all over fhe 
$4 district, Cholera ia a sporadic -form ix reported to be present in thanns 
S Nalenitti, Jhalokati, Backergunge, Mendigange,* Geurhadi, Mirzagunge, 
S i Gulstakhali, and Motbaria, There is a good denl of fever also in thanns 
Nalchitti, Jhalokati, Backergunge, Boramuddin, Mirznganye, Gulahakhali,* 
e | and Metharia, ‘The health of the cattle is everywhere good. | 
7 | 20,|Mymensingh, , 30 ,, “07 | Weather—Cloudy sometimes in the morning. Slight rain on the 27th Murch. 
| Stute and prospects of the crops are favorable. 
| 2 trippersh, » 80.) 164 [A good deal too woch rein for the time of year. Tue spring rice has been 
somewhat injured bys bail. Most of the lower lands ure got-ing so water. 
logged that if there be not some drier weather soon the ryote will not bo 
able to plough for the autumn rice in such londs, . 
22 |Chittagong, , 29 ‘D4 (The weather wae clear during the first part of the week ; it was cloudy and 


windy, with thunder-storma, during the lntter part. The cold-weather crops 
are in good condition, Pania gous rice is thriving. Cholera has almost dis- 
appeared, but small-pox is still prevalent at head-quarters, 


BB |Noakholly, . . 20 | 129 (Weather—Changeable and uncertain during the week. Heavy storm accom: 

panied with rain passed over the station on the night of the 25th, and at noon 

of the 28th March. Palses, chillies, &c., are progresing favurably. Pluashing 

for the warly rice is everywhere going on well 

24 (Chittagong Hill . 
‘Tracts, 


Onrrracore Divs. 






























« 7 Nil |Weathor—ilensant mornings. Hot af noon. The joom cutting is nearly 
finished. In some parte of the district the hill people have begun to burn 

* their jooms 

Hill Tippernh, 4, 28 | G31 | Wenther—Rainy ond stormy for the greater part of the week. State and pros- 
pects of the crops continue good, 
BEHAR. 

26 Patna, Apl. 2°'77) 08 | Wenther—Rather coo! after the hailstorm on Saturday night, The harvesting 
of the rabbee crops is nearly completed. Stray cuses of cholera und amall-pox 
are reported, 

| ae | Nil |Weather—Cloady und hot All prospe-ts are good. 
| | 7 Slight |Weather—Cloudy and rainy. The rubbee eaopsure being cut and thrashed, #0 
| rain! | that fuir weather is necessary. 


Rainfall [The weether during the week was cloudy, and on Saturday night there was 
men-| thunderstorm sod rain, The rubbee crops are being hurvesied, and a good 
tioned. | outturn is anticipated Public health is good, 


Nil |Weather—Cloudy. ‘The rudbee crops are being harvested everywhere with good 
ootturn, A fow cuscs of amall-pox from Soorsund aod thane Shewhar, 
General health is good. 


my Weather—The morn! snnh Weak pepeeetiy' epsby aad She Onae Meu bad See 
The west wind has blowing strongly, but ut the time of ene ‘ 

March) it bas been shifting, ond a storm seems bale. rubber 

- harvest is still golugon* The opium stop bie eww pa and the welgh- 

will commence on the 8rd April ‘The indigo sowings are 

have fa lien owing to the new grain coming into the markets. 


Weather—Still coo! at night ; strong west winds during time in the early 
partof dee oie Cooly, with Ldiechins ot'a shores Ages or ceaerniat 


on 
Slat March. The prospects of the crops coutinue good. The sowings of 
are progressing, 


—. 


i 
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Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 
. state of health ut date. 








‘enther—Seasonable, A few drops of rain fell on the 26th and 28th March. 

‘The wind was variable; it generally blew from the sect boners State 

La ae a Seventy-three deaths from cholera 
-asieaa 


Nil |Weathor—Cloudy at times. Cool and pleasant for this time of the year. No 
change to report. The harvesting of wheat and barloy is nearly over. Cholera 
continues at Deoghur. 





ORISSA, 
87 [Cuttack =. one onl sete Return not received. 
E 88 |Pooree Me t rye ins |Return not received. 
1} 39 |Batsore, Mar, $0 '77| 98 | Weather—Unsettled. Thunderstorms with moderate rain have been frequent. 
Preparations for sowing continue, Much mortality ftom igarnila Chats 
1. and some from smuall-pox has occurred. 
. 
CHOTA NAGPORE, 
South-West Frontier 
. Agency. 


40 \Mazarcebagh, Mar, 30 '77/ *10 |Weather—Seasonable. No change of prospects, Tho crops are nearly all 


gathered with Asa, Ree outtarns, Mohwa is somewhat buckward. It is 
i beginning to fall, Health of the district ls good, 
41 |Lohardugesn, 4, 31 70 |Woather—Cloady, and more rain has fallen than ia usual ot this time of the 


year. Tho rudbee crops are being harvested. They aro good average crops. 
With the exception of a tew cases of suull-pox in Palamow, the general 
health is very good. 


42 |Singbhoom, DO, ‘560 |Weather—Unusually cool for the time of year. There was a very peng Mout 
quake sbock, attended with very audible eubterranean rumbling on 
morning at 12-45 a. and at night a storm with heavy rain occurred. No 
crops to report about. The district ix healthy, 


43 |Manbhoom, @ Skis 1:00 |Weather—Vory pleasant so far as temperature is concerned, but anseasonable. 
. Somewhat similar weather occurred in 1876, and the rainfall fell abort at the 
close of the season, Nothing further to re save that, ow! to the unsea- 
sonable Weather, the mohwa crop is likely to be soriously injured This will 
be a privation to many of tho ryote, ‘The mango crop will also be injured. 
Ploughing for next sowings is being carried on, 








Published for general information. 
Carcurra, Sratisrican Durr., H. J. 8. Corrox, 


The 3rd April 1877. . dr. Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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NALHATI STATE RAILWAY. = - 
24th March 1877, on 27% miles open. 





EDNESDAY, APRIL. 11, 1977. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. _—., 
Non-Subsoribere to the Gaxmrrs may receive the separately on payment of iz Rupees 
eo Per entem Yf deliver in Coleutts, or oe Rupees if gent by Post. v 


_ CONTENTS. ° 





and 
dment - n the’ : Uae ces < 
cad npse pine Ewell dargi vor. 
e Ho’nue Mu. Reywoups moved the substitution of the ny bay 
"sor tay eat al following words 
“and inspect at all ti i 
Marios cs stier cod famna ehall Gat Vs day ‘re Perna 
“muy carry on the sale of spirituous or fermented Ki 


and similarly authorize any 
Ronsol yond ebope x oohsdh Sees 
tao interacting Grge?™ fang 


The How’str Nawan 
cout 





*Phe motion was then put and negatived. 
On the motion of the Hoy’ste Mr Reyxoups a verbal amendment was 
made in section 24. 
The How’ nie Nawap Meer Manosep Axi moved the addition to section 30 
of the words aed = ‘or — oe oA ia paid to the 
piel colt e thought the aggriev rson. shor 80) nel 
nsation Fact fisnds of the pice or pacing ogi ¥ 
jovi “would be found in section 80 of the , 
The’ How’stx Mr. Revxoups said he was -not quite sure that the words ; 
were . Under the Presidency Magistrates’ Act and the ‘ 
Procedure Onde, the Magistrate who adjudicate a osee.naes wered to award 
a8 com! |) tae cli iepachadie wheat reais rage 
had been retained in the Opium Act, and there was 
i the * Act would apply to convictions 
under this Chapter before a Justice of the Peace. He had therefore no 
objection to the amendment. 
_ ‘The motion was then agreed to, 
In section 31 an accidental omission was papiion on the motion of the 
Hoy’ste Mr. Reynowps. 
In section 33 the words “and in some conspicuous part of the 
’ was seized” were, on the motion of the Hon’aue ia) 2 
inserted after the words “ Calentta Gazette,” 





+ be inserted to provide 









of the Criminal Procedure Code, he considered that the 
“not. sufficient. If a police officer, for instance, arrested a pgrson 
under the Criminal Proceduie Code, he would "be" liable to fine or 
ment. But, as the section was worded, an excise -oflicer nee. cir 
person was liable merely to fine; and, as observed by the hon’ble mover: 
amendment, in the case supposed where a person, from’ vindictive 
Mi t induce an excise officer to annoy a neighbour, the fine would 
be paid by that person. The hon’ble member remarked at tho power of ard 


was converted sometimes into an instrament for 


_ He was not prepared to say how far that was true, but it was not 
fi the ith Syihad might be so made use of. If the Council were-td graiieea 
rovisions of the criminal law would be @ cena to such cases, 
mans “ae would not support the motion ; otherwise he support it. ; 
The Hoy’nx Mn. Reyxoups observed that he understood that an. 
officer offending under this section would be liable to be convicted either 
“healers. rm provisions of the criminal law ; ng of an 
not be convicted under both, 
‘The motion was then negatived. ma 
The Hex'six Banoo Ramsnunker Sex moved that section ee 
; ager A ea pgs wigs before the bane”) be transposed so — isan 
vei in position in w! a te er eee 
would “sty Bae licable to contempts committed before Co in the 
e thought a opie similar to section 38 of Act XI of 1849 should _ 
contempts committed in Calcutta, 
, The catia Mr. Revyoups having observed that the matter pointed out 
owas a nitly an omission— 
ip motion was sgreed t0,.; 
sper id that 

















wn. 
On the motion of the Hoy’ne Mr. Revxoups, amendments were 
the rad aicaes orga fest athedale which were rendered necessary 
~ amendment made in section 102. 
. The How’sre Mr. Rernotps then moved that the Bill as amended 
/ said that, according to the rules for the conduct of business, a 
r “ae endian ely pre any material amendment had 
. If hon’ble members considered that any of the amendments which 
: made were material, he did not wish to press the motion. But he thought 
ld agree with him that the amendments which had been : 
al, and of an immaterial nature, and not such as would interfere 
being passed at once. - 
« Presivent said he thought the amendments which had been 


very formal character, so much so, that he consid provided 
of being considered i im that 


in this Council to leave work to be done in Council 


then agreed to and the Bill passed. 
: COURT OF WARDS. SARS 
Scratcn moved that the report of the Select Committee 
-amend the Court of Wards Act, 1870, be taken into consideration 
} Clauses of the Bill, and that the clauses of the 





IS a 


--cent., and that greater latitude should bese (0th Ct of Wari 







the name of impro 
of the Court of ra tree domed able ai 
Committee proposed was five cent. on the net profits of the estate, 
‘When. the Bill was recommitted, de, questa owas discussed, and the 
iss of olson that the shoul be ineenerstl oe per 


expending money for improvements. To the second part of 
the tid not object. As the Bill originall as fee the Dower of tog Gent tees 
ge Sassen ee The wording original peion aioe aoe 
80 expended shall not exceed five per centum of the said 
foes time ae eine 
sowrne Pag ors eng necessary, for the protection of the estate, to expend 


ee “ei pera the Lieutenant-Governor were satisfied that 
it was absolutely necessary’ for the protection of the estate, for instance in the 
case of a famine, flood, or some such extraordinary calamity, when it might be 
deemed necessary to expend more than five per cent. for the protection of the 
estate, the Court was not authorized to exceed the five pm RI But as the 
snctiounow stood, it greatly extended the powers of It provided— 





fetes 
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pene RR cent. fond, He found that under section 4, 
{the Collector may cause any embankment which connects public 
met o fms by jnetion wi hem art ofa pam cee re 
or water-course which is necessary for the protection or 
Sas titiiiniing otmnicy; torbe taken charg> of and sefatained by 
f Government,” so that new as well as old works might be maintained at the 
of estates when the works were not legitimately chargeable to 
Gomera That being ral che coteiay St wend fall sider the. provisions ote 
work for ers e estate, it would fall under the provisions o 
ee deat epee isk a ramet nec. °- There 
for the drainage ion of the estate from floods, 
rag tite ent Act, and for which it might 
a the Wards’ Estates Fund. For such works 
funds, and he thought that ordinarily 
us ought to be sufficient: in extraordinary cases, 
ave percent of the jill gare ample dseetion to the Govement t 
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a mod Seat pial t. In ioe 
rata, we should tbe giving the people more than an equivalent 


exacted. aipgt Ais 

~  "Phesthost. recent inquiry, made with great care it 
_ showed that the Gieragh velee of rice raised on an nea 
exceeded the value of rice raised on an acre of similar unirri 
Rs. 3-8 per-acre. ‘This was wholly due to irrigation, and th 
obtained in a season of favourable rainfall. : : 
‘The Bill he now asked permission to bring in might be r 
cated as Jikely to afford security and profit to eyery landlord an rator 
within the irrigated tracts to which the Bill would apply. “Th fact it was pro. 
posed to give to each person holding irrigable land a value of Rs. 3-3 per acros 
and to insist on a moderate proportion of this value being contribgted ae an 
insurance rate to cnable Government to continue to afford protection «from 
drought, flood, or famine in the future, ; r 


* * His Hoxor tr. Present said, I think it will be ope that 
I should say something in respect of these measures which are now é the 
_ Council, and for the introduction of which leave has been asked, It has been 
explained by the Hon’ble Mr. Reynolds that we have been: compelled to ask 
uu to assist us in raising a considerable sum of money inorder to give effect 
13 the measures which we haye been directed to out by the Goyernment 
_of India. ‘The Government of India have given to the Provincial Government 
avery considerable amount of freedom in the future in the ant of 
its own affitirs; but it has'also, ax the hon’ble gentleman has explained, thrown 
+ uponus the responsibility of fuiking the money necessary to meet the interest - 
upon the works already constructed, and about to be constructed, and to. carry 
out such further works of improvement as the Provincial Government may 
consider necessary: 5 , 
As has been pointed ont by my hon’ble friend, in doing this the Gavernment’ ~ 
| of India has not cherged us, as it might have done, if*it-could| the 
qorks were inmediately remunerative, with the accumulated é the | 
‘capital-of these works. It tas wiped that off, and. has 4 tart 
fair with the works as they stand, and has merely imposed upon us the 
| responsibility of paying the current interest which may arise year by year, 
There is no use in our dacoming the correctness of the principles by 
which the’ Goyernment of India has been guided in this matter, beeanse the — 
ing has been done, and cannot be undone by anything we can say in this 
cil,’ For my own part, 1 must say that howeyer | and 
it may be to me to Commence my administration of these provin 
further ax taxation, I, for my part, personally feel that the 
t of Iudia ure correct in the abstract. In 
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have spoken on the subject to many experienced revenue officers and 
-and T have found that they all concur in thinking that the 
of a moderate compulsory water-rate is a reasonable and 
and it is one to which the people, although-of course they would 
object to any form of taxation, will not raise any substantial objection. I 
cannot make them pay the whole cost of the work because, as I have 
said, the ex been extravagant and wasteful ; but 1 must levy all I 
can from , and the balanee required to meet the interest on the capital 
locked up in these works, as well as the interest on new railways which have 
not yet commenced to Pay, and the first charge on the new cheap railways which 
we ong to construct, and this I hope, as explained by the Hon'ble Mr. Reynolds, 
to meet by a general provincial public works cess, which I trust will cover 
the deficit and provide us with a small margin of reserve which will keep 
us out of difficulties, and, as to past expenditure, enable us to press on the 
work of providing such cheap railways as will confer the greatest possible 
benefit to the province. I shall take care in future that no capital is expended 
or ssp and irrigation works without the most positive and conclusive 
evidence that they will yield the interest on the capital which is being expended 
on them, But it must be remembered that we must always have some money 
in hand to pay for the construction of new works, and we must keep a working 
margin in hand ; therefore it will not do to cut down the amount we are to 
raise to the bare sum which will be required for the interest on the works 
which are already completed. : 

The road cess has now been tried, and has worked well and unoppres- 
sively; it-has been collected without difficulty, and almost, I must say, without 
any complaint, as far as 1 have heard. Therefore I think, even if it is con- 
sidered that there are forms of taxation which are preferable and theoretically 
open to less*objection, it is better to apply the roud cess machinery to our pur- 

and choose the evils which we do know, rather than plunge into evils that 


we do not know, on the mere chance that they may turn out to be better able to 
be borne than those from which we now suffer. I think it is better to 
endeavour to raise our taxation by a rough process which requires no fresh 
|, expenditure whatever on extensive establishments, than by a more carefully 


adjusted system of taxation, involving large assessing and collecting establish- 
ments and eonstantinterferénce with the people. Let us raise what we require 
- to raise this year, at all events, by the development of a form of taxation 
which is how in operation. We are much pressed for time and haye not 
leisure now to commence discussions on the general principles of taxation, 
but during the year we shall have time to consider whether any other 
mode of taxation can be substituted for a portion of the cess which shall 
reach the trading classes. There seems to be a very general opinion that 
something should be done to put a tax upon the trading classes. I am not 
in a position now to propose any tax of this sort; but I do quite concur in 
the view that if it can be done it should be done. I have therefore consulted 
the Commissioners of Divisions as to whether any such tax can be im in 
Bengal a8 the license tax which has been passed for the North-Western 
Provinees ; arid if we wait, we shall by this time next year have the benefit, 
of the experience of the working of that tax in the North-Western Provinces, 
and then we can consider cc we can shift any portion of the burden 
of boa aa taxation upon any other classes than those on which it 
now 



















er P 
of 4 out these works one particular class, viz. the class interested 
in the land But lam eae that no one will deny that it is the land which has 
_ benefited yaarens oe ‘ks than any other branch of , national wealth; 


‘so much during my residence in India as the position 
aetioy lames, merge: Bh Fi the position of these apa 
i i and canals whith have 


to be met with the objection that I am imposing the whole cost” 


ae 


a system summary and 
: peorrt process than that which now exists. I shall give the subject 
% attenti: 













the assistance of their brethren in the outlying districts who are now shut oyt 

from all markets, and who do not enjoy the same advantages as elves, 
There is one point in respect of which I admit the cess is deficient. ; 
throws upon lan isthe duty of collecting the rate, while they have not 
facilities as they should have eget, Res pt realization of their rent 
and the Government cesses. This difficulty had already attracted the attention 
of my pfedecessor Sir Richard Temple, and just before he left Bengal, 
he recorded a Minute expressing his intention of at once ‘applying for 
the sanction of the Government of India to pass ashort Bill to ‘provide 
for the realization of rentin a somewhat more 


t ion, and I may say that 1am already in communication with the 
officers subordinate to me, and 1 hope it will not be long before I shall be in « 
position to ask the Council, with the permission of the Government of India, 
a Bill As prot I are bec’ ee om the a ar of the land. 

classes will disappear. I can on! my hope that, haying regard to 
the diffieulties of the " sition in which I am land I sl hore dis cordial 
support of the Council in passing these measures, even if they do not think them 
absolutely perfect. The financial year begins to-morrow, and with’ it com. 
mences all our difficulties and responsibilities, which I must ask you to put me 
in a position to meet. 

@ motion was agreed to, 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 7th April. 
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RETURNS OF JOINT STOCK COMPANIES FOR THE YEAR 1876. 


* No. 1818, dated Caloutta, the 20th March 1877, 


From-J. A. Bourpit0n, Esg., Offg. Inspector-General of Registration, 
To—The Seoretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department. 


I wave the honor to forward, fur the information of Goverument and for publication 


in the Gazette, the returns noted in 
Com registered in 1876, * ig 
ae coir ee, wie "ere hee epi o 1878 the mvt - the year 1476, sub- 
raed rat wound up 70, mitted by the Registrar of Joint Stock 
é. fw “ borne on the register at the close of 1876, Companies. 


2. Return 1 shews that 19 new companies were registered during the year, with an 
aggregate capital of Rs. 81,67,000; while return 2 exhibits six companies ouly which 
increased their capital by Rs. 5,386,000, Return 3 shews that three companiés, with an 
aggregate capital of Rs. 14,60,000, were wound up in last year. In addition to them 
four other companies were written off as defunct, two having been voluntarily wound 
up under section 145, clauses 1 and &, and a third, the Corinthian Theatre Company, 
having been wound up by order of the High Court, under section 101 of Act X of 1866. The 
fourth ceased to exist under the operations of the law, clause 3, section 101 of Act X of 1866, 
without aby reference to the court, inasmuch as, under section 6 of the Act, no company 
which has not seven members is competent to carry on business. 

3. The following abstract of the existing companies, classified under the headings of 
manufactures, commerce, and trade, may not be uninteresting :— 





Manufactures, | Commerce. » Trade, 
Tea se: a «+ «78 | Banking tie «+ 10 | Hotels iv Sram | 
Jute... ate «7 | Navigation -. 8) Printing Press a 4% 
Jute Screw... ws» 8 | Docking ss w= 2) Druggists 3 
Coal... ee «» 5 | Labor Transport 1 | Theatres 1 
Cotton .., oy ww 8 — To .. oe 8 
Indigo ... «ss ow 1 Total «16 | General Dealers ll 
Stone... eae és 1 — ean 
Tron ws tee we Total 22 
Agricultural... e 2 ° — 
Total ... 106 Grand Total... L4t 
4. The receipts of the Registrar’s Office during the year 1876 amounted to Rs. $,442, 
against Rs, 4,706 in the previous year. ~ 


5. There was no necessity for instituting prosecutions during the year under report 
except in two cases, in which the papers were immediately supplied after application for 
summons had been made. 








No, 1—1876. 
















































Statement shewing Joint Stock Companies registered during 1876. * 
No. | Names of Companies, Data ot reanatias Anis Hales 
Rs. 
1 | Ranchi Lac Company, Limited we «| 4th Jan. ... 160,000 
2 | Panbarce and Koor Kooriah Tea Company, Limited... | 14th Jan. ... 1,50,000 
8 | North-Western Cachar Tea Company, Limited | 25th Jan. . 2,30,000 
4 | Rungli Rungliot Tea Company, Limited .» | 21st Feb. ... 1,12,000 
5 | Bengal Native Joint ri Company, Limited .» | 18th March. 10,000 
6 | Jes€ore Loan Company, Limited aoe | 12th April... 20,000 
7 | Gourypore Company, Limited se ee | 12th Apri 12,00,000 
8 The Bengal Chemical Works, Limited ... | 24th June... 50,000 
9 | Sahar Serpur Loan Office, Limited oa .. | 26th June... 
10 | Jamalpore Trading Company, Limited ... ... | 26th June... 
11 | Narayangan Trading Company, Limited .. vs | 26th June... 
12 | Rajmuhal Stone Company, Limited —... . | 80th June... 
13 | Amluckee Tea Company, Limited .. | 26th July ... 
4 Loan Office, imi 29th July .., 
b 23rd Aug. ... 
i Fe 28th Aug..., 
Limited +» | Sst Aug... 
vee s+ | 7th Sept. .. 


20th Nov... 


LS Pe ee epee 


| 0b SUPPLEMENT 70 THE ( 















































































No. 21878. tee 
Statement of Joint Stock Companies which increased Capital during 1876. 
- Dare or ontorsat, Reorermas 
‘TtoN WitH Capital, © 
No, oz peng niencions 
Date, | Capital, 
1 | 27-1-76 | 8,00,000 | Nasmyth’s Patent Press Company, Limited ...| 20,000 
2 8-2-76 | 2,50,000 | River and Coasting Steam Navigation Com- 
pany, Limited. 1,00,000 
8 18-2-76 | 1,44,000 | Mim Tex Company, Limited... tae 16,000 
4 9-5-76 | 2,80,000 | Jokai (Assam) Tea Company, Limited ise 70,000 
5 8-7-76 20,000 | Mymensingh Loan Office, Limited... =e 80,000 
6 11-8-76 | 6,00,000 | Ranigunge Coal Association, Limited... ++ | 8,00,000 
Total + | 5,86,000 * 
= ee eee eee 
No. 8—1876. 
Statement showing Joint Stock Companies Wound up or other ixe Defunct during 1876, 
a ——$—— SS 
‘6 ne Date of original Names of Companies, Prada ed ‘Nominal capital 
Wound up. | 
22-7.74 | Corinthian Theatre Company, Limited, under 
‘ High Court orders dared Srd February 1876 
2 | 11-12.62 | Gourypore Company, Limited oe +. | 12th April...) 12,00,000 
3 4-1-76 Ranchi 1 Lue Company, Limited... | 2nd Dee... | 1,60,000 
Tol ...| 2. | 2,460,000 
é Defunct. —— 
1 2-11.72 | Assensole Trading and Building Company, |) Written of m!~ 50,000 
Limited. ue | ‘Soeratene ; 
2 3-4-75 | United Tea Planters’ Tea Company, Limited | } Inepector-te- 6,000 
8 | 24-11-74 | Behar Commercial Association, Limited ... | pI —S4%*) 2,00,000 
: 4 4-12-74 | Indian Statesman Company, Limited J No. dated) 1,00,000 
‘Total +00 3,56,000 
Grand Total 18,106,000 
No, 4—1876. ¢ 
List of eee existing on the Slat December 1876, 
= = ——— — a 
* No. . Newnes ef Companies. * | NomMal capital. 


Arcuttipore Tea Company, Limited wan 
Adulpore Terai Tea Compauy, Limited ... 
Assensolo East Indi 
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Names of Companios. 
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Nominal eapital. 





Bowreah Cotton Mills Company, Limited 
Borsillah Tea Company Limited 
Budge-Budge Jute Mills Company, Limited 
Buxar Co-operative Society, Limited... 


Burrisal Loan Office, Limited 
tiengal Jute Pressing (Brunton’s Patent) ‘and Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Limited. 
Burkollah Tea Company, Limited ae 
Baree Tea Company, Limited “te 
| Beogal Tron Works Company, Limited ... a 
Loan Office, Limi co 266 


| Befeaker Coal Association, Limited “ve ace 
Bengal Freemasons’ Hall Building Association, Limited ay Oae 
Bengal Native Joint Stock Company, Limited aps eee 
Bengal Chemical Works, Limited 
Calcutta Docking Company, Limited , iy wi 
Central Cachar Tea Company, Limited . on cop 
Galeutta Landing and Shipping Company, “Limited 2.) S 
Caleutta Central Press Company, Limited 
Chundypore Tea Company, Limited - 
Calcutta Opera House, Limited = * 
Cutbacherra Company, Limited 
Central Terai Tea Company, Limited 
Chitpore Screw Company, Limited 
Cochula Tea Company, Limited a 
Calcutta Hydraulic Press Company, Limited ” 
Colonial Tea Company, Limited SS mn 
Chitpore Hydraulic Pressing Company, Limited Be 
Chota in, te Tea Company, Limited ... og rs 
Cossipore Hydraulic Press Company, Limited ae ie 
Carew and Ceapel; Limited 
Cachar Native Joint Stock Company, Limited 
Dehradoon Tea Company, Limited ; 
Durrung Tea Company, Limited 
Dehing Company, Limited .-- 
Durrubhur Company, Limited 
Darjeeling Terai Tea Company, Limited .. 
Dessai and Purbuttia Tea Company, Limited 
Dedarkosh Tea Company, Limited a 
Dunbar Cotton Mills, Limited 
Dooars Tea Company, Limited 
Dishia Bastra Bybasahi Company, Limited 
East India Tea Company, Limited see 
Eastern Cachar Tea Company, Limited . 
Equitable Coal Company, Limited xa 
Eastern Steam Tug Company, Limited ... 
Furreedpore Loan Office, Limited tee 
Fort Gloster Jute Manufacturing Companys Limited .. 
Great Eastern Hotel Company, Limited ., 
Goosery Cotton Mills Company, Limited 
Gowhatty Tea Gompany, Limited = 
Gielle Bea Company, Limited se 
— Tea Company, Limited... 
Sonsreces Company, Limited 

Docking Company, Limited 5 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation ae 
Hoolangoora Tea hag pa Limited... iat ona 
Halta Tea Com eve 
Howrah Mills pollo Limited 

Tea pany, Limited ond 

Tudia General Steam Navigation Company, Limited... : 
rev! Terai Tea Company, Limited — ... = cd 

Oachar Tea Company, Limited ., Fr aot 
; (Assam) sa onto, Limited... a 
Jaunktaolee Tea Compavy, Limited —... 


ietctettce “et eae 

















Rs. 


18,00,000 
1,10, 000 
18% 00,000 
4,000 
20,000 
600,000 


2,70,000 
1,50,000 
800,000 
20,000 
1,50,000 
1,560,000 
10,000 
40,000 
12,15,000 
10,060,000 
2,20,000 
75,000 
2,50,000 
40,000 
2,70,000 
4,00,000 
75,000 
2,00,000 
1,70,000 
3,00,000° 
4,00,000 
2,50,000 
4,00,000 
16,00,000 
1,00,000 
20,00,000 
500,000 
20,00,000 
60,000 
1,00,000 
1,380,000 
1,060,000 
10,00,000 
64,000 
10,000 
10,00,000 
7,00,000 
5,00,000 
3,00,000 
15,000 
14,00,000 
15,00,000 
10,00,000 
4,00,000 
5,00,000 
6,00,000 
12,00,000 
8,00,000 
1,12,50,000 
4,00,000 
%,50,000 
"14,00,000 
1,20,000 
29,00,000 
1,50,000 
1,660,000 
$,00,000 
80,000 

. 2,20,000 
20,000 


140 
Mi 

la2 
143 
14 














Jamalpore Trading Company, Limited ... ot 
Joseph and Sons, Limited  ... oo oes 
Xunchunpore Tea Company, Limited... 

Kurseong and Darjeeling Tea Compauy, Limited 
Kuttal Tea Company, Limited ae sed 
Kurseong and Terai Tea Company, Limited oe 
Kallacherra ‘Tea Company, Limited oat 

Labor Transport Company, Limited on . 
(ackatoorah Tea Company, Limited —... “si 
Muttuck Tea Company, Limited 

Manacherra Tea Company, Limited 

Moran Tea Company, Limited 

Majagram Tea Company, Limited 

Mymensingh Loan Office, Limited 


Merchants Steam Tug Company, Limited baa $ 


Mothola Tea Company, Limited, The 
Media Tea Company, Limited = 
Mun Tea Company, Limited tse 
Mahanuddy Tea Company, Limited 
Moonshigunge Loan Office, Limited 


Mymensingt Great Eastern Bengal Exchange Company, Limited 


Nasmyth’s Patent Press Company, Limited : 
New Mutual ‘Tea Company, Limited ots 
Natwanpore Tea Company, Limited 2 one 
New Keerbhoom ( oal Company, Limited - 
New Fallodhi Tea Company, Limited 
Nouthpore Indigo Company, Limited 
Nasirabad Loan Office, Limited te 
North-Western Cachar ‘Tea Company, Limited 
Naraingunge Trading-Company, Limited... 

Oriental Jute Manulacturing Company, Limited 
Pankhabaree Tea Company, Limited “4 ove 
Planters’ Stores Company, Limited a 
Pattaresh Ten Company. Limited 

Phoenix Tea Company, Limited 

Panbaree and Koorkooria Tea Company, Limited 
Ramghar Company, Limited... se 

R. Scott Thomson and Company, Limited 

Ranigunge Coal Association, Limited 
Ramkrishnapore Press Company, Limited ak 
Riverside Press (Watson's Patent) Company, Limited 
River and Coasting Steam Navigation Company, Limited 
Rajabare Tex Company. Limited «os wn 
Rustomjce Twine and Canvas Factory Company, Limited 
Rougli Kungliot Tea Company, Limited ... _ 
Rajmahal Stone Company, Limited a> 

Sylhet Tea Company, |.imited 

Soom Tea Company, Limited 

Singell Tea Company, Limited = 

Singballee and Murwah Tea Company, Limited ay 
Sesepces Jute Manufacturing Company, Limited =... 
Springside Tea Company. Limited 








Rs, 
50,000 
20,000 
5,00,000 
8,00,000 
1,00,000 
1,00,000 
2,75,000 
1,00,00, 
2,25,000 
4,00,000 
8,00,000 
6,00,000 
2,00,000 
50,000 
2,20,000 
150,000 
1,50,000 ° 
160,000 
100,000 
20,000 
20,000 
3,20,000 
1,20,000 
4,00,000 
7,20,000 
2,00,000 
1,50,000 
20,000 
2,830,000 
20,000 
19,00,000 
2,50,000 
1,00,000 
2,00,000 





6,00,000 
1,50,000 
10,00,000 
5,00,000 
9,00,000 
1,30,000 
8,00,000 
$,50,000 
2,00,000 
8,00,000 
1,12,000 
_ 2,50,000 
1,650,000 
8,00,000 
6,25,000 
4,00,000° 
15,00,000 
1,68,000 


Strand Bank Press Company, Limited Watson's Patent Press, The) * 2,650,000 


Si River Tea Company, Limited ... | dei 
Sudden Tea Company, Limited one Pr 
Serond Mutual Company, Limited ... 

Sapakati Tea Company, Limited be 
Sylhet Cultivating bey Limited 


Sahar Serhor Loan _ imited 

Tukvar reat Limi as iy aS 
Tipperah Loan Office Limited a dis 
Tecudareah Company, Limited one cae 
Tinghog Tea Company, Limited os cos 
Testa Valley Ton Conny, Limited -.,. a 
Watson’s Patent Press pin pany, Limited on 

. Total’ 


Paorar Cuunpen-Guoes, 


. 










7,42,02,000 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 


Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and Stute and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengai, as reported to Government during the week ending the 7th April 1877. 























SS SS So oe = 
date ot |etBudder sass ihc 
District, and iat Character of the weather, state and of the 
No. return. Pree state of health a4 date. 
imenes, | 
BENGAL. 
Western Districts, 
fi Burdwan, Apl. 9°77) 78 ¢ rainfall at Culnn has been 1°10 inches, at Cutwa 187, at Jrhanubed-29, and 
at Raneegunge 32, Cotton and fil (seamam) are doing well Cholera is 
e ® still prevalent in the Culna aub-division. . 
“| ¢ |Bankoora, me ae 45 |Weather—Unusuaily cool, with slight rin at intervals The rain bas been 
sofficient for general preparatory ploughings, State and prospects of the 
Crops are good. . 

3 Beerbhoom, wn Ta “29 |Wenther—Singularly cool. Severe hailatones fell on Priday evening, followed 
£ by heavy rain on the next morning. The damage, if any, done to the crops 
é by the hail is not yet reported 
ae Midnapore, » Tw | V16 |Weather—Cool and rainy, which is unusual for this season, State and prospects 
4 f the ‘are good. 

§ o crops 
E| & |Hooghly, » 7 | ‘S4 |Weather—Clondy, with intervnls of sunshine. It is unusually cool for this time 


of the year. e agriculturiste are all very much delighted with the frequency 

of rain, The late rains have benefited the vegetables on the groand. The 

rice lands are atill being ploughed, Sugarcane in being pressed in the mills, « 

a the Sea are being planted. A good deal of cholera existe in the town 
mofussi 


Howrah, » 7 «| 125 |Weather—Cloudy? There are no crops on the ground at present, 


Central Districts. 


{ 6 (%4-Pergannahs. Apl, 9,¢°77| 1:85 |Wenther—Unnsnally cool for this time of the year. Land is boing ploughed for 
the spring sowings everywhere in the district exeept at Satkhira, where the 
ploughing for the present is rendered impracticable by the recent beavy rains. 
Public health ie generally good. 


37t Weathor—Cold and stormy, with heavy rain. ‘The rain in very favorable for the 
sowing of the early rice; but those portions of the cold-weather crops which 
have not beou gathered have suffered. 


351 |Weather—Wet and stormy, The spring rice, which was promising well before, 
has been injured by hail-storine and heavy rain, The accumulation of water 
in the low lands will retard sowings thereon. ‘the sowings on the higher 
lnnds have commenced, and the «pring sowings of indigo are in progress, 


62 | Weather—Cool and cloudy, with occasional showers, More or loss rain has fallen 
throughout the district. Tho rain will forward the proparation of lands for 
aows rice, The vubben hacen ie drawing 18 cite Wie Se onttura, 
Indigo and mulberry are fair, Prices are steady. General ith is good, » 


Weather—Cloudy and very cold for the time of The rubbee crops arv being 
harvested with geod cularn ‘The land is being prepared for the aone rice, 




















* 


Weuther—Stormy, with » moderate rainfall, which hus cooled the atmosphere 
to a degree Nicaoaal ah thie thne of the year, Though. the rain hae been 
unfavorable as far ae the rubber harvest is concerned, atill it has been of 
great good to the growing crop, and is favorable for the sowings of amun rice 
and jute, A fow cases of cholera have been reported from Beauleah, Tannore, 
Pootenb, Manda, and Natwore, 


Woather—Wet and co6}, with strong wind at times. There has been much less 
rain in other parts of the district, vit, ‘93 at Kutigram, ‘$8at Gaitunda, and 
“69 at Bagdogea, Ground is being sown with the gous erop and jute, ‘The 
recent rein is not favorable for any tobacco still on the ground and for weed. 
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— © Telegram of the 9th shows rainfall daring the seven days tminediately preceding. 
shows rainfall during the seven days unmeiiatsly preceding. 
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Sind 
or Charactor of the weather, state und prospects of the crops, 
District, and date of — at: state wi and 
se return Btationin state of health at date, 
| 7 
BENGAL.—( Continued.) 
Central Districts. 
. (14 Pabna, Apl. 7 '77| 143 |Weather—Stormy, with frequent showers, The westher is very favorable for 


is 
ploughing and sowing ; on the other hand, the rain bas been rather too heary 
for whent and barley, which however are not extensively grown in the district, 
e A few cases of cholers and smali-pox have been reported during the week. 


aaa any 


5 ‘in 6 .| 836 |The weather changed on the Slet of March, and there has been 
a " hail and fain since The reaping of wheat nod barley is still going oe 
favorsble resulta. Indian corn, potatoes, and buck-whoat, are being sown, 
hail has done some slight dauage only to « few gardens in the immedia 
vicinity of Darjeeling; in the reat of the district the rain has been favorable 
‘to tea cultivation 





= 





Raszemanre ayy Coocn Baeuan Dire. 
ps 


16 \Julpigoree, 7 | P27 |Weather—Cloudy and cool. Strong easterly winds, Nothing particular 
s report, Tobseco is being cut, and the ploughing for early teat gees on. & 
[Cooth Bebar, 4 & ,."| 205 |The week has been marked hy frequent storms accompanied 


L1G at | very cool and fresh, but sun sometimes very hot. The rains have 
Matha- | for every thing but tobacco, which has partially suffered. There is 
bhanga.|' increase in fever cases owing to changeable 

137 at | heard of, 








Mekli- 
7 gunge 
Dd at . 
Dinhat- 
ta. 
Bastern Districts. 
. 
17 |Da Apl. 9°77, 233 | Weather—Very cool. Rain fell on foar days during the week. State and pro. 
ry apecta of the crops are still good, but sunshine is wanted. More rain will do 
hartn, 
18 |Fureedpore, 4. 7 | #16 |Westher Aluurmally cold, wet, and stormy. The cultivation of lands for rice 
| 268 at sowings is much impeded by the rain, General health is good, 
i | Madari- . 

p pore. 
19 [Backergtnge, , & ..| 3°82 ‘There have boon bouvy showers of tain during the week, and generally the crops 
E 3 ire good, A good deal of sporadic cholera and fever exists in the rict, but 

$ the health of the cattle is everywhere good. 
6 20 |Mymensingh, w G 4) 228 Weather—Equinoctial storms on all sides, and an unusually, heavy fall of hail at 
the 
crope are favorable. 

21 |Tipperal, » © | 106 |Wenther—Rainy nud cold for the time of year. The low lands are getting 


water-logged, and the persistent rain makes it difficult for the cultivators 
plough. There is therefore some apprehension of a bad reason, 


22 |Chittagong, w 6 a 196 |The whole week has been cloudy, with rain, thunder-storms, and high wind 

‘ intervals, The cold-weather crops are in good condition, Pania aous rice 
thriving. A few scattered cases of cholera still exist, Stnall-pox at bead- 
. quarters is abating. . 


28 |Noakholly, » & «| 120 |Weather—Cloudy and rainy throughout the Mig 9 Strong southerly wind. 
Pulses, chillies, dc, ure doing well, Ploughing for 


the early rice coutinues. 
Cholera still prevails in Begumgunge and Feony, 


, lewil-quarters on the morning of the 6th instant. State and prospects of 











. ‘Tracts, » 3 | G76 [There neater Moyet Hal arts wrphaheg dese 29th, and 90th March 
é nd April. e joome out people hav 
‘i snd abaedley thele baraling fo delaed. Sree nes Sane 
¥ ‘Hill Tipperab, ,, 4 » | 180 | There has been rain on four days of the week, and the state and prospects of the 
. crops are good. 
@ Mak. . 
"25 jPatna, Apl 9°77] 18 [Slight rain fell daring the enrly part of the week. The hnrvesting of the rubbee 
crops is neni, leted Kpceniic canes of shelern sd tees reported 
Po : tirbaghont the district. = 
Es ‘ e, WeatherCool, cloudy, and rainy. ‘There has been » fall of ‘hall thfoughoat 
= PY yes “ “ renser part of tho district. Muxiarum vesting ef the thamedsonrstac boat 
n i q GS hat’aad rainy weather have \njered the prenpests $0 sonia exteah: 
cu 0 Sow 96 |Weathtr—Clondy and hot. The rubbee: are somewhat damaged recent 
bay far rainfyil. fiona enassobe sales; Whehcont Shed. wes bho . se 
* » 7 4], ‘S2 |Weather—Clovdy, with rain and several thunder-storme durin week. 
> " High easterly indy, tha splbee-hareost io. progreston neh tileatee 
; promises to be « good average, af F" 4 
SS rer an se - cok 
: © Telegrams of the OU Apsil chow tgiofall dunug the seven days immediately preceding. 
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Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 
state of health at date, 








BEHAR—(Continwed) = * 
{29 |Mozufferpore, Apl.7 "77 40 |Westher—Unseasonably clouty, The harvesting of the rubbee crops has not 





| yet been completed. A gond outturn is reported, Health of the district la 
a4 
80 5 o Tw 87 = |Weather—Cool for the time of yenr Gonerally bright in the day ti 
E | ‘Bat | nights with ocensional drizaling rein, The chien warenek is es spp 
F 4 , tons 7 good eieoas ew mallet = being sown, lotiggs in coming on well, 
“138 my necessi resowing of some of the lands, General 
é | | Gopal- | health ig good. = 

| Runge, 

(31 [Chumparan, oF on “88 /There wae rnin accompanied by thunder ond lightning on the Slat of March and 
the 8rd and 7th of April. The rain bus done some injury. Resowings of 
indigo have become necessary in some places, Prospects on the whule are good. 

32 |Monghyr, 7 « “49 —|Weather—Unasually cool for the time of yenr. There hax been no hot weather 

f om "| gat hitherto, The prospects of the crops eodias good, 

| Hoge: 

. | werul, 
| 
I. 33 |Bhagulpore, » 9% 4) 27 (Extraordinary cool weather, “S1 of rain at Banks and 29 at Soopole, with hail. 
storm — The enddee erops are luckily re«ped. The mango crop will be almost 
e anentire fuilare, General health is very good, though cases of cholera and 
: small-pox ure reported. 
| | 94 |Pornes, a» 7 4 | 166 |Weather—Cold and stormy, with east wind. The crops are cool, bat the 
a 150 at | unsensonable rain bas damnged the ripe and gathered grain. It has also 
& , Kissen- | enused sickness, 
& grunge. 
s “60 at 
& Arrareab, 
Maldah, o Ta “42 (Rain fell on the night of the Siet March; the other days of tho week were 
rather fair, Heavy clouds, attonded with thander, lightning, and » fow 





| of rain, passed over onthe night of the 6th instant. The wind is variable, 
wnd the temperature is lower. The crops ure as good as Cholera is 
bud, Ninety-nine deaths reported. 


36 |Sonthal Perghs, ,, 8, | ‘05 Woeather—"ool and eleady, with light showers Some thunder and lightni 
33 at The rubbee harvest in Godda is gowl, Mango and mohws crops are not ge 
Deoghur,| Cholera is decreasing in Deoglur; smull-pox is appearing, 


pcemninietecereateat 
& 














ORISSA, ‘ 
f 37 \Captack Apl. 7°77 ‘93. |Weather—Stormy and rainy. The rain hae slightly injared the cotton and 
| other dry crops; otherwise it has been beneficial, 
E | 38 |Pooree, » & 4 | 227 Weather—Clondy and rainy at intervals, Fair on the Sth instant. ‘The heavy 
& D42at | ahowers of rain did a grea of injury to the dalua crop that was being 
Khoor- | cut and gathered. The plu ng for the next season has recommenced. 
2 dub. | The mooy pulse and cut p will suffer, having been attacked hy insets 
= b Exportation is going on but slowly, and the price of rico is stationary, 
°c Cholera bas diminished, 
\ 39 ‘Balasore, » & | ‘85 |Weather—Squally and onsettled. Preparations for sowing continue, Sporadic 


cholera still causes tmany deaths. 
p 
CHOTA NAGPORE. 
South-West Frontier Agency 


iT b, Apl 6°77; "20 Weather—Scasonable, tut cooler than ordinary, The rubbee crops are nearly all 
a eat . harvested. The opium crop has been unusually good bogh in quantity and 
quolity. Health of the district is good. 


41 |Lotarduggn, 4,7.’ 56 |Weather—Unseasonably wet, Some damage bas been dono by bnil in places, but 
“20 at | the rubber harvert, which ie now golng on, appears to be au average one on thu 
Pala- whole, ‘There have Leen some cases of emall-poxin the Pulamow sub-division 


mow, and one case of cholera (not fatal) in tho Ranchi jail, 





; o 8 a 360 Weather—Unusually cool for the time of year, There has been a good deal of 
4 rain daring the wah. No crops on the ground to report. Preparations of 
land for the coming crops are going on, district is reported healthy, 


48 |Manbboorm, oe “42 |Wosther—Pleasant but unseasonable, There is nothing on the ground worth 
‘ noticing. Ploughing i going on. 














© Telegram of the Oth April shown rainfall during the apren days immediately preceding. cia 4 
. Published for general information. 1 
Catourra, Srarwricit, Derr., H. J. S. Corrox, J 
The \Oth April 1877. ps Jr. Secy. to the Govt. of Benga, 
” ‘ 
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PRICES-CURRENT of Food-grains and Salt in the undermentoney: 


QUANTITIES PRR RUPEE py 
















































































Wurst. Bauuey. Tuc, wear 901 Ri , |Bexeven M _ 
it} | Y. | mn, =i te ®, COMMON, ne 
Tee rir 
CTs, 5 
a : j i a: z hii ae 
a] Flee] é -|¢] 4 sl 218 : : 
ET ELELT fe Ela qe al He {iii 
° s| = E 5 
i LEVIS UELT LILLE TRU IE 
z = |3° a 15° | sistlels iz = | 3s 
ee maken 
BENGAL. 
Western Districts. 
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DP A. Ip the interior the prices range as follow :—Wheat 13 to 2148 seers, barley 82 to 38 seers, best nce 16 to 23-8 sere, comimon rice lS to 2 
| See sons, aod gram 10 to sears. 

BD Ln ghe interior ries rangs 00 follow 1=-Wheet 39-40 81:6 soars, barley 96 t0 66 soure, beet sion 90 80 89-8 deus, cnmnnson, vieg AS ve 90 om 
* ny no abe ened gram 18 to 21 seers. 
C Inthe the prices range as follow Wheat 16 lo 20 seers, best rice 18-8 to 20-6 seers, common rice 23 t0 20 seers, and gram 2° 
f Md 4a heey he pre rage lw —Whet 16 29 er, aly 8a, tt ice 10 11-8 common rice 17-8 to 20 veers, aot 
2 1 anterior the pm range a flow —Wheat 1 to 18-4 aor ale 25 to 26-8 ser, ea pce He Ose, emo nee Lit 10 #4 
> ea eS? worn, < . f + we 
in! Pn the ater prioes range as follow r—Wheat 8 t 10 seers, best rice 12 Yo 18 sents, "pommon rice 19 to 26 seers, and gram 1 
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The average temperature of the corresponding period for 20 years -» 843° 
* ‘The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days... we: 28°8° 
The maximum temperature during the seven days ro oe = 893° 
The mean humidity daring the seven days ae en s+ 780 


he total fall of rain from Ist to 7th April... es ‘vs 165 inches. 


~~ . The mean pressure, temperature, &e., are deduced from observations made at Gh., 10h., 16h. 
» and 32h, The maximum and minimnm temperatures from sclf-registering thermometers. All the 
thermometers are verified, aud the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and veri- 
fied at the Kew observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and arc 
suspended four fect above the ground. i tw 
The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman's No. 86, 
» at the Surveyor-General’s Office, : 
The hygrometric clements are obtained from tables IIL, TV, and V of the official tables computed 
in the Meteorological Office, and based 6n Regnault’s modification of August's forniula, 
¥ The direction and movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s ancmograph. 
The mouth of the raingange is one foot above the ground. ‘ 


. H. ®, Buanronn, Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India. 
Cascurta, the 9th April 1877. 
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\abstract of the Results of the Hourly Meteorological Observations taken at the 
Surveyor-General’s Office, Calcutta, in the month of February 1877. 





rirope 22° $3' 1” North. Longitude 88° 20° 34” East. Height of the ci 
we coc Pha th Rl pre eight of the cistern of the standard 











MONTHLY RESULTs. * Inches. 
n height of the barometer for the month sei rd ae BOO: : 
a height of the barometer, occurred at 10 a.m. on the 15th a ba ees 
Min. height of the barometer, occurred at 3 P.at. on the 4th ae 29813 
Faetreme range of the barometer during the month “ve ae ae O40 
Mean of the daily max. pressures .., oes ian "30-108 
Ditto ditto min. ditto We ws Fe 80977 
Mean daily range of the barometer during the month ” - we O18] 
' ° 
Mean dry bulb thérmometer for the month x aay + ie 68-0 
Mag, temperatare, occurred at 4 p.m, on the 28th... gee . _ seo)" 
Min, temperature, occurred at’ 6 a.at, on the $th & 11th ag ie ow) BOW 
Extreme range of the temperature during the month en ive ts 300 
Mean of the daily max, temperature ma Lap et oe 703 
Ditto _— ditto min. ditty chs vee oo ves 60-9 
Mean daily range of the temperature during the month ove “8 o0y 1i4 
Mean wet bulb thermometer for the month eed eee ves ise 620 
Ditto dry bulb thermometer above mean wet bulb thermometer tee “ oo 
Computed mean dew-point for the month aa as ‘ve on 57-2 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above computed mean dew-point one es 104 
Inches, 
Mean elastic force of vapour for the month aes vs tas ase 0-476 
patency Troy Grain, 
Mean weight of vapour for the month one “0s awe ‘ 525 
Additional weight of vapour required for complete saturation ... ses me 2°28 
Mean degree of humidity for the month, complete saturation being unity “e 0-70 
6 
Mean max, solar radiation thermometer for the month «or “ee ees 1807 
_— Inches, 
Rained 7 days,—max, fall of rain during 24 hours eee soe ise 1:00 
Total amount of rain during the month see Ay tee one 226 
Total amount of rain indicated by the gauge* attached to the anemometer during the 
mouth ... eos nw rae ose one dap 161 
Prevailing direction of the wind ase aig we ee WNWENW, 


© Height 70 fect 10 inches above ground. 
“ Gorennautn Sex, 
dn charge of the Oovservatory.» 


The 6th April 1877. 
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7 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION BRANCH, BENGAL. 





Statement showing the total amount of Traffic and Tolls on the Midnapore Canal for the month of January 1877. 











STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. 
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SOANE CIRCLE. 


Statement showing the total amount of 'raffic and Tolls on the Arrah Canal for the month of January \877. 
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STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. 




















G. A. Sxarts, Col., s.c., 

" Asst, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
in  , 1.» Irrigation 

, The 8th March 1877. AEE De erent nae 
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t “ EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. . 
: * Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended Slat March 1877, on 2283 miles open. 








EASTERN BENGAL RaiLway. 
Approximate Return of Draft Jar week ended 3txt March 1877, on 158} 

















CALOUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTERN STATE RAILWAY. 
Upproximate Return of Traffic for week ended 31st March 1877, on 28 miles open, 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 7th April 1877 





Present: ei 
His Honor rae kivutenant-Governor or Benoa, presiding, 
The Hon'ble V. H. Scares, c.8.1. 
The Hon’ble G. C. Paun, Acting Advocate-General, 
The Hon'ble H. J. Reyryotps, 
The Hon'ble T. E. Ravensnaw, 
The Hon'ble H. Brit, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Ram Suuyker Sex, Rat Rimansos; 
The Hon'ble Banoo Isser Cuunper Mrrrer, Rar Banapoor, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Kmisropas Pan, Rar Banapoor, 
The Hon'ble Nawan Meer Manomen Au, 


and 
‘ho Hon'ble F. Jexninas. : 
M4 COURT OF WARDS. 
0 pei cea tinier coganed ts culke Gegedl Pesdoces Wt ie 
be further considered in order to the settlement of its 
Fs 
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Ox the motion of the Hox’nue Banoo Rant 
were ye ineonioan a Ean .s Weriety 

The Hoy’ste Banod Isser DER moved 
following words:—= {. © -* y * eaten f Pik 

“and, subject to the val of the Board, in payment of charitable dnd 
allowances as were paid out of the proceeds of tha elabe Ophewe odie Under Ss Sa 
saeco ne snapeciney suiowenees Or Capeeee eee een eae authorize to 
“ uel ; of one 
He said the amendment had been put forward on the last oceasion, 
with an addition suggested by his hon’ble friend Baboo Kristodas Pal.’ The 
addition was to the effet that these allowances were to’ceme out of the ten per 
cent. for improvements. “The result was that the amendment was not 
accepted by the Council, and as it was the opinion of-some hon’ble’ members 
that the amendment as it originally stood would be a great improvement, he 
now begged to move itagain. = * . “i 

‘The motion was agreed to. , 

Tn section 57 the words “or to the manager or sub-manager” at the end 
of the section were, on the motion of the Hox’ste Basoo Ramsuunker Sev, , 
omitted. The section declared to what persons the manager Was to furnish 
accounts, and the latter part of the section provided that, when the property ofa 
ward was situated in different divisions, it should be optional with the Board to 
order that the accounts for the lands in each district should be submitted to the 
Collector of that district, or to the Collector in charge of the ward, “ or to the 
manager or sub-manager.” The words referred to were clearly anomalous, and 


z 


ought to be'struck out. 
The How’stx Mr. Bett said he owed the Council some apology for the” 
amendment he was about to p . Itwould bein the recollection of hon’ble 


members that at the last meeting an amendment was carried on the motion 

» . of the hon’ble member opposite (Nawab Meer Mahomed Ali), which provided 

that in the case of a Mahomedan ward no guardian should be appointed unless 

he professed the Mahomedan faith. ‘That amendment was passed ibe 

vany- discussion, and he believed also without any remark; and he had no 

doubt that many hon’ble members voted for the amendment without fully 

idering what the real effect of the amendment was. He did not for 

a moment mean to say that his hon’ble friend had taken the Council by surprise 

in moving the amendment, because it had been in the hands of the members 

two days before the Council met. But it had never been brought forward before 

the Select Committee, and hon’ble members had not therefore had the oppor- 

tunity of considering it in all its details and effects. Now, the law on the 

subject of guardians of minors -subject to the Coyrt of Wards as it at present 
: stood, and us it had existed since 1793, was this, that in the case of be 

the Court of Wards had the power to appoint any guardian it thought fit; 

but in the case of female wards, the Court was compelled to int a 

female guardian who was of the same religion as the ward herself. » Beu. 

thought thatin the case of a le ward, parti¢ularly of a ward of the Hindoo 

or Rimonden religion, such an arrangement was very necessary. In con* 

sequence of the practice of early marriages in this\country, female wards 

seldom required a guardian beyond’ the age of twelve years; because, after 

ba i Beatle irene wet merieiiemeene dy ‘or kageclinn ceased, as by law the 

husband was the guardian. The necessity th e of a guardian in the case 

of female wards only lasted i Speed spony years oo 

mind was very plastic and imp: , and it was therefore desi % eon 
sae - ae Sone influences which might interfere wi 
~ But the was different with youths, By a recent Act of th 

és : ‘ees 

































had been extended from 
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iterary “and .scientifie -attaintnents, who would undertake. the 
: education ; the ward and act at» the same time as his as 
vell.. When Mx. | -was at Delhi on the oceasion of the recent assemblage 
there, he -had had. the fortune to meet with two native noblemen of. 
Bengal who were wate tutors who also acted as their 











up. under private 
guardian’, and he must say that the,education they had received, both their 
mental culture and their pia training, were such as would enable them to 
contrast very favourably with gentlemen of their own class and position at home. 

The amendment w ich was carried by his hon’ble friend at the last meeting 
had this peculiar effect; it recognized the propriety of allowing a Hindoo ward 
to have a i ’ of any religion; but in the case of a Mahomedan ward, 


_ it limited the selection to persons professing the Mahomedan faith. Mn. Brut 


did not wish to say ‘a werd in disparagement of any section of the Maho- 
medan community; but he thought his hon’ble friend would admit that 
Mahomedan gen lemen as a rule were not so impresséd with the necessity for 
edication in European science and culture as their fellow-subjects the Hindoos 
were, It therefore seemed to him ‘that the Council would be taking a very 
retrograde step if they prevented the Court of Wards, in cases in which they 
thought it expedient, from appointing a European guardian toa Mahomedan youth. 
‘The law as it at present stood was the same as it had existed since 1793, and he 
was not aware that any complaint had ever been made on any occasion that 
the power which the Court of Wards had of appointing guardians had ever been 
abused. The only reason for restricting the power in the case of female wards 
was that their education ceased at a very early age, and that they were only under 
the guardianship of the Court of Wards during the earliest period ofsinfancy. 
But in the case of youths it was most necessary that the Court should have an 
unlimited field of selection, and should not be restricted in appointing a guardian 
by a provision that the guardian must be of the same religion as the ward. ; 

i was for these reasons that Mr. Brutasked the Council to adopt the 
amendment which he now proposed ; it was simply to leave the law as it was 
at nt. It was a law which had worked since 1793 most satisfactorily, 
and, as far as he was’ aware, had never been the subject of complaint. He 
moved that the following be substituted for section 60:— 

“Every guardian shall be appointed in the manner hereinbefore provided for the appoint- 
ment of managers: 
™ Pena sears that none but a female shall be appointed guardian of a female ward : 
“ Provided also that none but a person of the same religion shall, except in the case of a 
testamentary guardian, be Saget guardian of a female ward, preference being given to 
female relatives if any such be eligible. Bvery guardian shall be subordinate to the Court 
and to the Collector exercising the duties of the Court under sections 15, 16, 18, and 19, * 

“ Except as provided in section 35, no guardian shall be appointed in any ease in which 
the Court may consider such appointment unnecessary.” 

The Hon’ste Nawas Meer Matomep Att observed that although under the 
existing law a guardian of a different religion might be appointed to a Maho- 
medan ward, yet practically he believed that it never was done, It appeared 
to him most desirable that a ward should be trained to the manners and customs 
of his own religion, and if under the existing law guardians were appointed of a 
different religion to their wards, such a law, he thought, should not be main- 
tained, as it appeared to him to be contrary to the Mahomedan religion. For 
these reasons iS contended that the section should stand as it was amen 
at the last meeting of the Council. 

‘The How’pte rue Apyocare-Genxerat said it was obvious that the amendment 
now would afford a decided advantage, inasmuch as a ward who 
was might have a European gentleman appointed as his guardian. The 
Raj case of } was a conspicuous exaniple of the advantage of such an 
ap app Sito the progers-Gevanat, thas: it wee ta.che Benefit 
vl me power in the nomination of guardiaus should be given 

- KRG tS iy 
z Nawav Mrsr Mauomep Aut thought it necessary that, as 
n wards, ought first to be taught their 

of their nd education i a might follow. 


















religion aud the * 


esr 7 








A aa 
whatever in lis peapaeet i any real bearing on Mah i 
His Hoxor could not Pisces cd astare eres 2 jection whic haa been 
raised. There. was no possible difference between the’ cases of 10 and 
egies pee wards; and if it was right that the selection of ians in the 
case of watds of the Hindoo religion should be left to the di of the 
Court of Wards, he could not conceive why it was considered where the 
ward was of the Mahomedan persuasion. It was true that there not 


many cases of Mahomedan wards having European guardians, but eam 
to be accounted for from there having been few _ zemindari 


ies 
longing to Malomedan gentlemen under the Court of Wards. But still, unless 
he was very much mistaken, there had been such cases before, i ing 
that the hon’ble gentleman declared that he knew of no such case; and there - 
might possibly be again, and if they did not arise, no harm would be done 
‘by the amendment now proposed. The provision, moreover, was not com- 
pulsory : it simply gave power to appoint a guardian of a different re 
when there were special reasons for doing so. In the case of a nawab or 
gemindat of eminence and wealth, it might be very desirable, and be in 
accordance with the wishes of the ward’s family, to place him under an 
officer or a gentleman of high attainments. If it was wrong to appoint a 
European guardian to the Mahomietan, it was equally wrong to appoint such 
a guardian ‘to the Hindoo, which was a view,which no one had ever taken 
yet. Huis Hoyor regretted therefore that he could not support the objection 
of the hon’ble member. “ 
. The motion was then agreed to. 

Tho How’ntr Banoo SHUNKER SEN said section 66 provided that 
guardians should render monthly and annual accounts of the expenses incurred 
on acount of the wards in their charge. He would propose as an amendment 

“that the following proviso be added to the section :— 

“ Provided that where a fixed allowance is given for the su ofa the may 
exempt his guardian, if a female, from siadaion ook moathipt chausl ett if 

He observed that there were cases in which it was found impracticable 
to obtain these accounts from the guardians of minors, notably in cases in which 
the minor’s mother was the guardian and the other members of the family lived 
fm the same house and formed one family with the ward. In such cases 
guardians had to expend something out of their own pocket in addition to the 
allowance, and it was very difficult for such persons to give an exact account of 

‘ee expenses incurred on, behalf of the ward. He (ought therefore that a 
mn should he left to the Court to exempt such female guardians from 
rendering these monthly or annual accounts. 
Le. The motion was agreed to. 
\ The How’ste Mx, Scuarcn withdrew the motion, of which notice had 
been given, for the insertion of the following section after section 78:— 
. “No contract for the i of any ward under the age of twenty-one shall be 
My: deomed-valid without the consent of the Lieutenant-Governor, and no such ward shall marry 
without the congent of the Lieutonant-Governor obtained previously to such marriage on ~ 
f ion made to him through the Court and the Board.” 
Bw The Hoy’ste Mr. Brut said his hon’ble friend Nawab Meer Mahomed 
vs Ali had moved an amendment at the last meeting to omit certain words from 
— 84, which authorized the Court of Wards to sell an estate which was not 
imed within one year after the death of a ward, That provision certai 
a i one, and in the amendment which he now 
inst the: mischief against which his hon’ble had 






















reason why he preferred ‘amendment to that 
itl it Tn len nen in i) 
anid. nap that 
ectiond 83; 84, aad 85> 2 i eee 
any ward. th ion to his prope 


rt either to 


= coupenge at 
: : - par 


MEST ee 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 18, 1877. 339 


ooo 


The Hoy’ste Banoo Kerstopas Pat withdrew the amendment to section 
84 of which he had given notice. ’ 

On the motion of the How’ste Banoo Ramsuunker Sex verbal amendments 
were made in the forms in Schedules A and B. . . 

His Hovde rue Preswenr said it was right to mention that he had that 
morning at the,last moment received a memorial in respect of this Bill. It 
was from Baboo Prannath Pundit, and was chiefly in reference to objections 
which the amendments which had been moved by hon’ble members had already 
removed. ‘T'bere were besides other minor matters discussed in the memorial 
which were entirely unimportant. His Honor would observe that if the 
memorialist had anything particular to suggest, he should have done so at an 
earlier stage. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Scuatcu then moved that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was agreed to and the Bill was passed. 


GHATWALI POLICE. 


‘Gur How’str Me. Bett moved that the report of the Select Committee on 
the Bill for the lation of the Ghatwali Police in the districts of Bankoora and 
Maunbhoom be taken into consideration in order to the settlement of the clauses 
of the Bill, and that the clauses of the Bill be considered for settlement in the 
form recommended by the Select Committee. He said, when he had the honor 
to introduce the Bill, he had explained the circumstances which had rendered the 
present legislation necessary. He did not intend to trouble the Council by again 
adverting to those circumstances. He should content himself with explaini 
what the action of the Select Committee had been. The Bill as row settled : rela 
merely to the district of Bankoora, and it was confined to one subject—the 
regulation of the Ghatwali Police in that district. Hon’ble members were aware 
that a considerable body of police officers called ghatwals had for many years 
existed in Bankoora. As far as our information extended, they owed their 
origin to the time when the pergunnah of Biksenpore was under the executive 
control of the Rajah of that place. During the times of anarchy and disorder, 
which prevailed towards the end of the Mogul dynasty, a number of predatory 
tribes the country ; and it was supposed that the Rajah established th 
ghatwals to resist the incursions of those hostile marauders, and to protect the 

and property of travellers and merchants who traversed the high roads 
of the district. For the support of these ghatwals grants of land were assigned, 
and these grants were held on a twofold condition—firstly, the payment of & 
small quit-rent; and secondly, the performance of Brig duties. "When the 
executive control of the district passed from the Rajah of Bissenpore to the 
British Government, the Rajah found considerable difficulty in dealing with 
these ghatwals and in collectiug his quit-rent from them. As the quit-rent was 
included in the assessment of the pergunnah, the Rajah naturally considered it 
hard that he should be compelled to pay the Government revenge with unfailing 
punctuality while he was unable to realize the quit-rent from the *ghatwals. 
On this, an ent was entered into by which the Magistrate undertook to 
collect the quit-rents and credit them to the Rajah, and in return for this eon- 
cession thé Rajah made over to the Magistrate the entire control and management 
of these ghatwals. ‘This happened in the first years of the century, and since 
then the quit-rent had been paid to the Magistrate, and the appointment and 
dismissal ot the ghatwals was vested exclusively in the Magistrate’s hdnds. 
Unfortunately, when the ghatwals were made over to the Magistrate, no yery 
ounreedireeaira ‘was made of the duties which they had to perform. But in those 
days the omission was of little importance. From 1806 to 1872 the gliatwals, 
- performed whatever’ dutiés they were required to perform, and although 
numerous ghatwals were dismissed for acts of insu on or misconduct, 
there was not on record an instance in which an appeal 
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